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1.

Introduction

1.1

Plasmor Limited is a family owned company based in Knottingley. Founded in 1959
the Plasmor Group of companies has grown to be one of Britain’s largest independent
concrete product manufacturers and now employs over 350 people at 9 sites
throughout England. The company manufactures and distributes a comprehensive
range of over 1000 concrete products to the building industry throughout the UK –
comprising principally of building blocks and masonry (12 % of the UK Market) and
hard landscaping mainly block paving (8% of the UK Market). A significant proportion
of the concrete building products industry is under foreign control and Plasmor is one
of the largest British owned suppliers in the sector. It is thought to be the market
leader in the North of England and a significant part of South-East England.

1.2

Plasmor specialise in the manufacture of light weight building blocks that are half the
weight of standard blocks. The light weight blocks provide valuable thermal qualities,
construction efficiency advantages and significant health and safety benefits. The
blocks are produced from ultra-light weight aggregate produced at the Company’s
expanded clay production plant at Heck. The Heck plant opened in May 2000 and is
unique in the UK. A second kiln was installed at the Heck plant in 2006 and there is
now demand for full capacity. The products manufactured at the Heck plant are
distributed throughout the UK by road and rail.

1.3

It is necessary for Plasmor to source a suitable supply of clay for the continued use
in the manufacture of ultra-light weight aggregate and to source the clay from within
30 miles of the Heck plant. The continued supply of clay safeguards the operation of
the production plant and employment and ensures the continued provision to the
construction industry of the products manufactured from the ultra-light weight
aggregate.

1.4

The clay for use in the manufacture of the ultra-light weight aggregate is currently
obtained from Hemingbrough Quarry. Clay extraction at the current Hemingbrough
Quarry commenced in 2004 and in March 2016 planning permission was granted for
an extension to Hemingbrough Quarry. Based on the current rate of clay extraction
it is anticipated that the clay reserves at Hemingbrough Quarry will be exhausted in
approximately 6 years.
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Prior to clay extraction at Hemingbrough Quarry clay was extracted at the current
Escrick site for use in the former Escrick Brickworks and in the production of ultralight weight aggregate at the Heck plant. The Escrick Brickworks has now been
demolished and the area of previous clay extraction at Escrick currently is being
restored by the importation of inert restoration materials to a mountain bike skills
centre with amenity fishing and wildlife conservation and is referred to in this report
as the current Escrick site. The area currently being restored excludes an area in the
south of the current Escrick site which was landfilled in the early 1990s by Biffa. The
consented restoration scheme is presented at Appendix A. Should clay extraction
operations recommence at Escrick they would, in effect, comprise an extension to
the current Escrick site.

Clay extracted previously by Plasmor for use in the

production of ultra-light weight aggregate at Heck was transported to the Heck plant
by road and an access was constructed from the A19. The access is used currently
by Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) delivering inert restoration materials to the current
Escrick site and by the vehicles associated with the Escrick Business Park which has
been constructed in the area of the former Escrick Brickworks.
1.6

Given the limited life of the clay resources at Hemingbrough Quarry and the need to
secure suitable clay for the continued operation of the Heck plant, over the last
several years Plasmor have carried out site investigation works at Escrick and have
identified that the clay in the area to the north and west of the current Escrick site is
suitable for use in the manufacture of ultra-light weight aggregate. The extent of the
land to the north and west of the previous extraction area in which it is considered
that there are suitable reserves of clay is referred to in this report as the proposed
Escrick site.

1.7

The proposals will be the subject of an application for planning permission which will
be supported by an Environmental Statement (ES) prepared based on a thorough
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). The proposals fall under development
description 19 in Schedule 1 to the Town and Country Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 (as amended):
‘Quarries and open-cast mining where the surface of the site
exceeds 25 hectares...’
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as the development comprises a quarry with a surface area of greater than 25
hectares.
1.8

MJCA have been working with Plasmor to develop the proposals for the recommencement of the extraction of clay at Escrick. The work has comprised the
promotion of the proposed Escrick site in the emerging Minerals and Waste Joint
Plan (MWJP) which is being produced by North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC)
with the City of York Council and North York Moors National Park Authority and the
identification of the environmental issues which it will be necessary to address as part
of the progression of a planning application for the extraction of clay and the
restoration of the proposed Escrick site. A completed ‘Minerals Development Inquiry
Form’ in respect of the proposals by Plasmor for the extraction of clay at Escrick was
submitted to NYCC on 13 February 2017 and the proposals were discussed at a
meeting with NYCC on 24 February 2017. Pre application planning advice was
provided by NYCC on 1 March 2017.

1.9

MJCA are commissioned by Plasmor to undertake an EIA and prepare the ES and
planning application for the proposed development. The purpose of this scoping
document is to explain the proposed development and to set out the proposed
approach to and extent of the assessments of the potential environmental impacts.
This document has been prepared based on discussions with Plasmor and NYCC,
the pre-application advice provided by NYCC and on the experience of MJCA in
undertaking EIAs for similar developments. The objective of this scoping exercise is
to agree the approach to and the scope of the EIA and ES with NYCC and the relevant
consultees.
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2.

Site location and description

2.1

The location of the current Escrick site and the proposed Escrick site are shown on
Figure 1. The proposed Escrick site comprises two areas separated by the former
route of the East Coast Main Line which ran in a generally north –south direction and
was diverted in 1983 (Figure 2). The two areas are referred to collectively as the
proposed Escrick site or the site. The eastern part of the proposed Escrick site covers
an area of approximately 9.1ha and is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) SE
620 407.

The western part of the proposed Escrick site covers an area of

approximately 55.2ha and is centred on National Grid Reference (NGR) SE 615 402.
The proposed Escrick site is located in the District of Selby and the County North
Yorkshire.
2.2

As explained in Section 1 access to the current Escrick site is from the A19 which
runs in a generally north south direction approximately 300m east of the current
Escrick site. The access road from the A19 to the site reception area associated with
the current Escrick site which is located in the south eastern corner of the current
Escrick site comprises a combination of tarmac and concrete. Lockable gates are
located in the area of the site reception area. The site reception area comprises
offices, mess facilities, a weighbridge and wheel cleaning facilities. Although the
current Escrick site is no longer under the control of Plasmor, Plasmor have a right
of access from the A19 through the site reception area and along the eastern
boundary of the current Escrick site. It is anticipated that this access route will be
used for the area of the proposed Escrick site which is located to the east of the
former East Coast Main Line. The B1222 Escrick Road runs in a generally west –
east direction approximately 1.1km north of the proposed Escrick site. The B1222
Escrick Road joins the A19 approximately 1.8km north of the access from the A19 to
the current Escrick site. It is proposed that a new site access will be constructed from
the B1222 Escrick Road and will run in a generally north south direction to the western
part of the proposed Escrick site. The creation of the new access will avoid the need
for Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) to cross the former route of the East Coast Main
Line.

2.3

The majority of the proposed Escrick site is in agricultural use and is bounded either
by the current Escrick site, the former East Coast Main Line or a combination of field
boundaries, wooded areas, hedgerows with isolated trees or watercourses. Heron
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Wood is located adjacent to and north of the northern site boundary and the wooded
area known as Gambles Rush is located adjacent to and south of the site (Figure 2).
The site is generally flat and although a detailed topographical survey has not yet
been carried out spot heights shown on the Ordnance Survey data (Figure 2) are at
an elevation of 7mAOD with the ground levels rising to the north of the site and to the
south west towards Moor Farm.
2.4

The proposed Escrick site is located approximately 1.4km east of Stillingfleet,
approximately 1.7km north east of Kelfield, approximately 1.7km south-south west of
Escrick and approximately 1.5km north of Riccall (Figures 1 and 2). There are several
isolated residential properties which are often associated with farm buildings in the
vicinity of the proposed Escrick site (Figure 2). The nearest residential property is
Mount Farm which is located approximately 110m from the northern site boundary.
Glade Farm and Glade Farm Cottages and Bell Farm are located approximately
500m east and 650m east south east of the site respectively. The access to Glade
Farm from the A19 is at the same location as the access to the current Escrick site.
Moor Farm and Ridge Farm are located approximately 150m and 750m east south
east of the site respectively.

Stillingfleet Grange and Hill Farm are located

approximately 930m and 1km north-north west of the site respectively and Escrick
Grange Farm Cottages are located approximately 895m north of the site. Hill Farm
is located approximately 200m west of the proposed northerly access road to the
B1222 Escrick Road.

The buildings at Escrick Business Park and residential

properties adjacent to and north of Escrick Business Park are located approximately
340m east of the site. The former Stillingfleet Mine is located approximately 560m
west of the site. Some industrial style buildings remain at the former Stillingfleet Mine
but aside from a facility for the generation of electricity from mines gas the buildings
are unused and in a poor state of repair.
2.5

There are a number of Public Rights of Way (PROW) in the vicinity of the site. The
PROW are shown on Figure 2. National Route 65 (NR65) of the National Cycle
Network runs in a generally north to south direction along route of the former East
Coast Main Line. Bridleway 35.62/9/1 runs in a generally southerly direction from Hill
Farm to the north of the site into the north western part of the site before turning south
westerly and running towards the western boundary of the site where it forms
Bridleway 35.40/11/1 which runs a south-south easterly direction along the western
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site boundary to the south western corner of the site. From the south western corner
of the site Bridleway 35.10/11/2 runs a generally west-south westerly direction
through Moor Farm and Footpath 35.40/12/1 runs in a generally south-south easterly
direction.
2.6

Based on the British Geological Survey (BGS) 1:50,000 scale Sheet 71 Selby the
proposed Escrick site is underlain by bedrock of the Triassic Sherwood Sandstone
Group.

Based on the BGS map the superficial deposits at the site comprise

predominantly clayey sand or gravelly sand of the Skipwith Sand Member which is
part of the Quaternary Breighton Sand Formation. Clay of the Thorganby Clay
Member of the Quaternary Hemingbrough Glaciolacustrine Formation is shown on
the BGS map cropping out in parts of the north west and south west of the western
area of the site and the north of the eastern area of the site. Based on information
presented on the Environment Agency website the Sherwood Sandstone Group is
classified as a principal aquifer, the Skipwith Sand Member is classified as a
secondary (undifferentiated) aquifer and the Hemingbrough Glaciolacustrine
Formation is classified as unproductive strata. Based on information presented on
the Environment Agency website the proposed Escrick site is not located in or in
proximity to a groundwater source protection zone (SPZ) of a public water supply
groundwater abstraction.
2.7

The proposed Escrick Site is located in the catchment of the River Ouse. The River
Ouse flows in a generally southerly direction approximately 3km west of the site
before turning south easterly. At its closest point the River Ouse is approximately
1.7km south east of the site (Figure 1). There are a number of water bodies and
water courses in the area of the proposed Escrick site (Figures 1 and 2). Heron Dike
(Drain) flows in a generally easterly direction along the northern boundary of the
western area of the site before turning southwards at a point mid-way along the
northern site boundary and then south easterly to join Parkhill Dike (Drain) which
flows in a generally southerly direction along the southern part of the eastern
boundary of the western area of the site. Bentley Park Drain flows in a generally
westerly direction along the southern boundary of the eastern site area and between
the eastern site area and the current Escrick site before crossing under the former
East Coast Main Line and turning southerly to join the Parkhill Dike (Drain). Parkhill
Dike (Drain) joins Dam Dike approximately 940m south of the site which in turn
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discharges into the River Ouse approximately 2km south west of the proposed
Escrick site. Ponds are located at Mount Farm to the north of the site, the Escrick
Business Park to the east of the site and near to Bell Farm to the south east of the
site. Mount Pond is located adjacent to the north eastern corner of the site and there
are water bodies in the base of the current Escrick site.
2.8

Based on the Environment Agency Flood Map the majority of the site is located in
Flood Zone 2 which is defined as land having between a 1 in 100 and a 1 in 1,000
annual probability of river flooding. There are areas in the north west and north east
of the site which are located in Flood Zone 1 which is defined as land having less
than a 1 in 1,000 annual probability of river flooding. A small area in the south of the
site is identified as an area benefiting from flood defences. The Environment Agency
Flood Map is presented at Appendix B.

2.9

Skipwith Common Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is located approximately
3.3km south east of the proposed Escrick site and comprises an area of lowland
heathland (Figure 1). Skipwith Common is also a National Nature Reserve (NNR).
Acaster South Ings SSSI is located approximately 3km north east of the proposed
Escrick site and comprises two large alluvial flood meadows adjacent to the River
Ouse. There are five Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINC) within 2km of
the proposed Escrick site the closest of which is the York and Selby Cycle Track
SINC which comprises the route of NR65 in the area of the site. Heron Wood SINC
is located approximately 180m north of the proposed Escrick site and Riccall Dam
SINC is located approximately 450m south of the western site area (Appendix C).
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3.

Principles of the proposed development

3.1

As explained in Section 1 Plasmor have identified that the clay to the north and west
of the current Escrick site is of suitable quality to meet the longer term needs of the
Company at the Heck plant hence it is proposed that the current Escrick site is
extended. The proposals would provide for the continued supply of clay to the Heck
plant for use in the production of ultra-light weight aggregate thereby sustaining
manufacturing operations and job security at the Heck plant.

3.2

Based on preliminary calculations it is estimated that approximately 5 million tonnes
of clay is available at the proposed Escrick site. Currently approximately 200,000
tonnes per annum of clay is extracted by Plasmor at Hemingbrough Quarry. Based
on a clay extraction rate at the proposed Escrick site of 200,000 tonnes per annum it
is estimated that mineral extraction operations at the proposed Escrick site would be
completed in 25 years. Plasmor are proposing to carry out further site investigation
works at the site in 2017 following which it will be possible to prepare a detailed design
for the site and determine more accurately the quantity of clay available for use at the
Heck plant.

3.3

At this preliminary stage it is likely that the main characteristics that will influence the
design of the proposed Escrick site will be the presence of boundary features,
hedgerows and mature trees, watercourses, the proximity of receptors, the presence
of rights of way, any variability in the quality of the mineral, the hydrology and
hydrogeology of the site, the soil and agricultural land quality of the site, the ecological
sensitivity and setting of the site, the landscape setting of the site and the visibility of
the site.

3.4

Fundamental to the design of the proposed Escrick site will be the restoration
proposals. At the current Escrick site and at Hemingbrough the accepted principles
of the restoration are similar and include nature conservation comprising water
bodies, wetland habitats, tree and hedgerow planting together with public access. In
addition species rich grassland is proposed at Hemingbrough. It is likely that together
with similar restoration proposals the restoration of the proposed Escrick site will
incorporate components of agriculture. The detailed restoration proposals will be
developed as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment.
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It is likely that inert restoration materials will be imported to the proposed Escrick site
for use in the creation of the optimum restoration scheme. It is anticipated that the
proposed Escrick site will be extracted and restored on a progressive basis with
restoration operations being completed after clay extraction operations. Should inert
restoration materials be imported for use in the restoration works it is likely that the
operations would be the subject of an Environmental Permit issued by the
Environment Agency. The Environmental Permit would include conditions relating to
operational standards and the control and monitoring of emissions such as dust.

3.6

As explained in Section 2 although the current Escrick site is no longer under the
control of Plasmor, Plasmor have a right of access from the A19 through the site
reception area and along the eastern boundary of the current Escrick site. It is
anticipated that this access route will be used for the area of the proposed Escrick
site which is located to the east of the former East Coast Main Line. It is proposed
that a new site access will be constructed from the B1222 Escrick Road and will run
in a generally north south direction to the western part of the proposed Escrick site.
The creation of the new access will avoid the need for Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs)
to cross the former route of the East Coast Main Line. Existing road surfaces will be
maintained and new road surfaces would be provided to a standard which would be
consistent with minimising the risk that significant quantities of mud and debris would
be tracked onto the public highway. Effective wheel cleaning infrastructure will be
provided and maintained. It is anticipated that the extraction of 200,000 tonnes per
annum of clay would generate 100 HGV movements per day (50 in and 50 out). The
importation of inert restoration materials would generate a similar number of HGV
movements.

3.7

To reduce the views into the proposed Escrick site screening bunds which are
typically 3m high would be constructed as necessary round the boundary of the site
and if necessary standoffs would be designed between the proposed Escrick site and
sensitive receptors. Bunding also provides an effective means of noise management.
Pre-planting can be carried as necessary which ultimately will form part of the overall
restoration scheme for the proposed Escrick site.

Infill planting of the existing

boundary vegetation can be undertaken at the commencement of operations.
3.8

Soils and overburden stripped from the extraction area prior to mineral extraction
operations would be used to provide screening for identified sensitive receptors.
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Topsoil and subsoil will be stripped separately and managed in accordance with the
relevant sheets of the MAFF Good Practice Guide for handling soils. The mineral
extraction and restoration operations may be of interest to users of NR65 and other
rights of way in the area and if appropriate areas from which the operations could be
viewed could be provided.
3.9

Clay suitable for the manufacture of light weight aggregate at the Heck plant generally
is present approximately 1.5 to 2m below ground level underlying the soil and clay
overburden. The clay resource at the proposed Escrick site is approximately 6-8m
thick although it will be necessary to determine the depth to which clay can be
extracted as part of the further site investigation works and in particular an
assessment of the hydrogeological setting of the site. It is likely that it will be
necessary to manage groundwater and surface water at the site as part of the clay
extraction and restoration operations. Water accumulating in the extraction will be
pumped and discharged to the local surface water system after passing through
suitable settlement facilities to remove suspended solids.

3.10

Consistent with the operations at the current Escrick site is it proposed that the
mineral extraction operations at the proposed Escrick site are carried out between
the hours of 0700 and 1700 on Monday to Friday and 0700 and 1300 hours on
Saturdays. In reality clay exportation at Hemingbrough normally is completed by
around 1600 hours and it is unlikely that exportation will continue significantly beyond
1600 hours. The gates at the access to the site will be locked shut when the site is
unmanned.

3.11

As explained in Section 2 Bridleway 35.62/9/1 crosses the site (Figure 2). It will be
necessary to temporarily divert Bridleway 35.62/9/1 round the western and northern
site boundaries. It is not anticipated that it will be necessary to divert any other rights
of way.

3.12

Plasmor operate a local liaison committee with respect to the operation of
Hemingbrough Quarry.

The liaison committee provides a forum for discussion

between Plasmor, North Yorkshire County Council and the local community through
Hemingbrough and Cliffe Parish Councils. The Liaison committee meets on a regular
basis and meetings also are arranged when specific issues are raised for discussion.
Other interested parties attend liaison committee meetings if necessary.
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anticipated by Plasmor that a similar liaison committee would operate with respect to
the proposed Escrick site.
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4.

Planning context

4.1

As part of the application for planning permission it is necessary to consider the
planning context of the development comprising the planning status of the current
Escrick site, land use planning policies relevant to the proposed development and
the need for the development and the alternatives to the development.

4.2

An analysis of the relevant national and local planning policies will be undertaken
including the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)1 and the Planning Practice
Guidance (PPG)2. The Development Plan relevant to the site comprises the saved
policies from the North Yorkshire Minerals Local Plan 19973 (MLP) together with the
Selby District Core Strategy Local Plan 20134 (SDCS) and the saved policies of the
Selby District Local Plan 20055 (SDLP) that have not been replaced by the policies
in the SDCS.

4.3

NYCC with the City of York Council and North York Moors National Park Authority
are in the process of producing a new Minerals and Waste Joint Plan (MWJP) which
is due to be adopted in November 2017 and will replace the MLP. A Publication Draft
Minerals and Waste Joint Plan (PDMWJP) was published in November 2016. It is
anticipated that the submission draft of the MWJP will be submitted for examination
in mid-2017. Although not yet adopted consideration will been given to the policies
in the PDMWJP. If during the preparation of the planning application documents are
produced which form part of the MWJP these will be analysed as part of the
preparation of the application.

4.4

As explained in Section 1 the proposed Escrick site has been put forward by Plasmor
for inclusion in the emerging MWJP for the extraction of clay. The proposed Escrick
site has been included as a preferred area in the PDMWJP for the extraction of clay
for use at the Heck plant. The proposed Escrick site has also been proposed by
Plasmor and is allocated in the PDMWJP for the provision of the deposit of inert
construction, demolition and excavation waste as a means of enabling the

1 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Department for Communities and Local Government. March 2012
2 https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
3 North Yorkshire County Council (1997) North Yorkshire Minerals Local Plan 1997
4 Selby District Council (2013) Selby District Core Strategy Local Plan Adopted Version October 2013
5 Selby District Council (2005) Selby District Local Plan 2005 Part 1- General Policies
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reclamation and restoration of the proposed Escrick site. The importation of inert
restoration materials to the Escrick site is proposed by Plasmor such that if it is
identified that there is a shortfall in restoration materials generated as a result of the
clay extraction operations the importation of inert restoration materials would be
consistent with the Development Plan.
4.5

The need for the proposed development will be assessed. Particular consideration
will be given to the need to maintain a steady supply of mineral and to meet the
demand for clay in the county. The suitability of the site will be explained with
reference to the policies in the Development Plan.

4.6

In keeping with the policies in the NPPF the emerging MWJP seeks to maintain a
landbank of minerals which will provide the supply needed for at least 25 years for
clay extraction. The emerging MWJP acknowledges that clay sourced within the plan
area is used mainly at two local manufacturing facilities including the Heck plant
operated by Plasmor. As clay is used locally in manufacturing the emerging MWJP
does not make provision for a specific quantity of clay for the landbank. Instead the
emerging MWJP allocates sufficient sites to maintain a 25 year supply of clay to the
existing manufacturing facilities during the plan period.

4.7

The environmental impacts of the proposed development will be assessed as
explained in Section 5 of this report. The analyses, evaluations and the assessments
of the environmental impacts of the proposed development will be drawn together to
demonstrate the way in which the development contributes to sustainable
development and compliance with the relevant planning policies.
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5.

The assessment of potential environmental impacts

5.1

The main environmental issues that it is proposed are addressed have been
determined based on discussions with NYCC and Plasmor, the pre application advice
provided by NYCC, observations made of the site conditions, the planning history of
the current Escrick site, discussions with technical specialists and the experience of
MJCA in preparing planning applications for similar developments.

The

environmental issues which it is proposed are assessed comprise transport and
traffic, landscape and visibility, water resources including flood risk, land
contamination, ecology, cultural heritage, soil resources and agricultural land quality,
noise and amenity.
5.2

Baseline data will be collected to define the current environmental conditions at the
site against which the potential environmental impacts of the proposed development
will be evaluated and the design for the mineral extraction operations and the site
restoration will be developed. The site and surrounding area will be analysed in order
to gather information which will be used to undertake the assessment of the potential
environmental impacts. For the purpose of carrying out the Environmental Impact
Assessment the baseline situation will include the consented development at the
current Escrick site.

5.3

From the baseline information collected and the details of the proposed development
the impacts will be assessed.

For each of the main environmental issues the

environmental impacts will be assessed for the periods of preparation, operation and
restoration of the proposed Escrick site. The issues will be considered where relevant
to humans, flora, fauna, soils, water, climate, air, landscape, material assets and
cultural heritage. Where potentially significant impacts are predicted appropriate
refinements to the site design and operations will be made to mitigate the impacts.
The mitigatory measures will be specified in the planning application.
5.4

If necessary depending on the progression of the restoration operations in the current
Escrick site the cumulative impact of the ongoing restoration operations at the current
Escrick site together with the proposed mineral extraction operations at the proposed
Escrick site will be assessed. If appropriate cumulative impacts of the proposed
development together with those from permitted or committed developments in the
vicinity of the site will be assessed.
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Transport and traffic
5.5

As explained in Section 3 it is anticipated that access to the area of the proposed
Escrick site which is located to the east of the former East Coast Main Line from the
A19 will be through the existing site reception area and along the eastern boundary
of the current Escrick site. It is proposed that a new site access will be constructed
from the B1222 Escrick Road and will run in a generally north south direction to the
western part of the proposed Escrick site. The approximate location of the proposed
access routes are shown on Figure 2.

5.6

A site visit will be undertaken to assess the proposed northerly access onto the B1222
Escrick Road including visibility splays and to assess the existing eastern access
onto the A19. A seven day automatic traffic survey will be undertaken on Escrick
Road and accident data for the last five years for Escrick Road and the A19 will be
obtained for use in the assessment.

5.7

An assessment will be carried out of any potential impacts as a result of the proposed
development. Where necessary traffic and highway mitigation measures will be
identified. Discussions will be held with NYCC to agree the scope of the assessment
and to agree the proposed location and form of the new access. It is considered that
a Traffic Statement is sufficient for the proposed development.
Landscape and visibility

5.8

A site visit will be undertaken to establish the character of the proposed Escrick site
and the surrounding area and to identify potential viewpoints from publically
accessible points in the surrounding landscape. A desk study together with the site
visit will establish the landscape character of the site, the current and adjacent land
uses and evaluate the extent and nature of the views of the site from the visual
receptors.

5.9

An assessment will be undertaken of the likely effects of the proposals on landscape
features, landscape character and visibility in accordance with the Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. The assessment will include the impact
as a result of the preparation, operation and restoration of the proposed Escrick site.
The assessment will be supported by photographs of the site taken from the
representative viewpoints. Where necessary appropriate mitigation measures will be
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included in the site design and their effects will be assessed. Discussions will be held
with NYCC to agree the representative viewpoints and any other landscape and
visual or restoration issues which may arise.
Water resources
5.10

A desk based study will be undertaken of the geology, hydrogeology and hydrology
of the proposed Escrick site based on published information and site investigation
data. Based on the geological, hydrogeological and hydrological information from the
results of the desk study potentially sensitive receptors will be identified.

5.11

Based on the results of the baseline study and the site design a qualitative
assessment will be carried out of the impact on the hydrogeological and hydrological
regime at and in the vicinity of the site as a result of the proposed mineral extraction
and restoration operations.

The potential impacts on groundwater levels,

groundwater flows, groundwater resources and flows in nearby watercourses will be
assessed. The impacts on water dependant features of ecological importance and
archaeological features of importance which may be affected by changes in the
hydrogeological or hydrological regime of the site will be assessed. An assessment
of the potential for basal heave will be undertaken. Mitigation measures will be
proposed as necessary to ameliorate any significant impacts identified and the
residual impacts will be assessed.
Flood risk
5.12

A significant area of the proposed Escrick site is located in Flood Zone 2. Flood Zone
2 comprises land having between a 1 in 100 and a 1 in 1,000 annual probability of
river flooding. Mineral working is classed as less vulnerable development and as
such comprises compatible development for land in Flood Zone 2.

5.13

A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) will be prepared in general accordance with the
NPPF and associated planning policy guidance notes. For the purpose of preparing
the FRA the hydrology of the site will be reviewed based on publicly available and
published information. Information regarding the floodplains and historical flooding
events in the vicinity of the proposed Escrick site will be obtained from the
Environment Agency or Local Authority and reviewed. Based on the information
reviewed a qualitative FRA comprising an assessment of the risks from flooding to
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and from the proposed development in the vicinity of the site will be prepared. In
general accordance with the Environment Agency guidance on undertaking flood risk
assessments the FRA will consider the risk of flooding from rivers, surface water and
groundwater. Mitigation measures will be proposed as necessary to ameliorate any
significant impacts identified.
Land contamination
5.14

An assessment will be made of the likelihood of the presence of any contamination
at the proposed Escrick site. The assessment will comprise a review of historical
maps together with relevant information obtained about the site during the desk
based study for the water resources assessment. Where necessary appropriate
mitigation measures will be included in the site design and their effects will be
assessed.
Ecology

5.15

An initial desk study and site appraisal has been carried out to identify the potential
ecological constraints associated with the proposed development. This background
information has been used to inform the scope of surveys which are being undertaken
in 2017. The initial site appraisal identified habitats suitable for use by amphibians,
reptiles, breeding birds, bats, badgers and water voles. Appropriate surveys are
being carried out based on the identified habitats to establish the species assemblage
in the area of the site. A Phase 1 habitat survey will be carried out to record and
characterise the habitats present and to determine their conservation status.

5.16

An eDNA test was undertaken in April to establish if the waterbodies are used by
amphibians. If the result is positive five more surveys will be undertaken before mid
June. Over the next few months surveys are being undertaken for breeding birds,
bats (both a roost assessment and activity surveys), reptiles and water voles. An
assessment for invertebrates will be undertaken together with a tree survey.

5.17

Based on the results of the ecological surveys and the evaluation of the conservation
importance of flora and fauna at the site an assessment of the potential ecological
impacts of the proposed development will be carried out. The assessment will include
the preparation, operation and restoration of the site. If necessary suitable mitigatory
measures will be included in the development proposals.
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Cultural heritage
5.18

A desk based assessment will be undertaken which will include an evaluation of the
potential importance of any surviving archaeological remains within the proposed
Escrick site and in the surrounding area based on published and unpublished data.
The assessment will include an assessment of impact on all nationally designated
heritage assets in the vicinity of the proposed Escrick site. Careful consideration will
be given to the proximity of the site to Conservation Areas, listed buildings and
Escrick Park. A site walkover will be undertaken to identify any potential archaeology
remaining at the site and if considered necessary geophysical surveying will be
undertaken to identify any deeper lying archaeology at the site. Discussions will be
held with NYCC to agree the scope of any site investigatory work which may be
necessary and any possible mitigatory measures prior to the submission of the
planning application.
Soil resources and agricultural land quality

5.19

The majority of the site currently is in agricultural use. A soil resources survey will be
undertaken to determine the soil profile of the mineral extraction areas, soil and
overburden storage areas and the proposed northerly access route and the
agricultural land classification will be determined.

5.20

Based on the results of the desk and field based assessment of soil quality and the
agricultural land classification an assessment of the potential impact on agriculture
and soil resources will be undertaken. Suitable mitigatory measures will be included
in the development proposals
Noise

5.21

An assessment will be carried out of the potential noise effects of the proposed
development. The assessment will be carried out in accordance with the NPPF and
the Planning Practice Guidance on minerals which contains noise limits for mineral
operations and related activities. Measurements of existing noise levels will be
undertaken at up to 7 potentially noise sensitive locations in the vicinity of the
proposed Escrick site. The existing noise levels will be measured in terms of LAeq and
LA90 over a minimum period of 24 hours during two typical week days. The noise
monitoring locations will be agreed with the Environmental Health Officer at Selby
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District Council prior to the noise monitoring being undertaken. The sound power
levels of the plant and machinery currently operating at Hemingbrough Quarry will be
measured. Noise predictions will be made for each of the potentially noise sensitive
locations. Noise from traffic generation on the site haul roads and public highway will
be assessed and included in the predictions. Noise predictions will be made in
accordance with the methodology in British Standard (BS) 5228-1:2009+A1:20146.
Any mitigation or noise control measures considered necessary will be identified in
the noise assessment.
Amenity
5.22

A simple qualitative assessment of the potential for significant impacts on amenity as
a result of dust generation will be carried out for the proposed development. The
assessment will consider the current background dust levels using publically
available data, likely sources of dust, meteorological conditions and the location of
identified potentially sensitive receptors. It is anticipated that with the implementation
of suitable operational controls the potential for significant impact can be minimised.
The qualitative assessment will be carried out in general accordance with the
Guidance on the Assessment of Mineral Dust Impacts for Planning (2016)7.

5.23

A qualitative assessment will also be carried out with respect to the potential impacts
on amenity associated with mud on the road. Birds, vermin and odour are generally
not associated with the extraction of clay or the restoration of sites with the
importation of inert restoration material.

Where necessary suitable mitigatory

measures will be proposed.

6
7

British Standard (BS) 5228-1:2009+A1:2014 ‘Code of practice for noise and vibration control on construction
and open sites. Part 1: Noise’
Institute of Air Quality Management (2016) Guidance on the Assessment of Mineral Dust Impacts for Planning.
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6.

The structure of the planning application and Environmental Statement

6.1

The Environmental Statement will be prepared in accordance with The Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2011 (as
amended) as the request for the scoping opinion has been submitted to NYCC prior
to 16 May 2017. The planning application and the Environmental Statement will
comprise several volumes.

6.2

Volume 1 will comprise the planning application. Volume 1 will include the planning
application forms and certificates, a Planning Statement which will consist of the
description of the proposed development, a review of the planning history, a review
and analysis of the relevant planning policies and an assessment of the need for the
proposed development. Volume 1 will also include a Statement of Local Engagement
which will set out how the community has been consulted on the application.

6.3

Volume 2 will comprise the Environmental Statement which will be sub-divided into
three parts. A Non Technical Summary will be included and will also be made
available as a separate document. Part 1 of the Environmental Statement will include
a description of the site and its setting and the approach to the EIA and scoping.
Part 2 will comprise a description of the development proposals and the alternatives
considered including the options of doing nothing and using alternative areas and
alternative sites. Sufficient detail will be provided for development control purposes
and to facilitate the assessment of the impacts. Part 3 will comprise a description of
the baseline conditions at the site and the assessment of the potential environmental
impacts associated with the proposed development. The text will be supported by
figures and tables where necessary. Detailed technical reports will be appended to
the Environmental Statement.

A proposed contents list for the structure of the

planning application and the Environmental Statement is presented at Appendix D.
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APPENDIX A
CONSENTED RESTORATION SCHEME FOR THE CURRENT ESCRICK SITE
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APPENDIX B
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY FLOOD MAP
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APPENDIX C
LOCAL SITES OF INTEREST FOR NATURE CONSERVATION IN THE VICINITY OF THE
SITE
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