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BASIS OF REPORT
This document has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with reasonable skill, care and diligence, and taking account of the
manpower, timescales and resources devoted to it by agreement with Aggregate Industries (the Client) as part or all of the services it
has been appointed by the Client to carry out. It is subject to the terms and conditions of that appointment.
SLR shall not be liable for the use of or reliance on any information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document for any
purpose by any person other than the Client. Reliance may be granted to a third party only in the event that SLR and the third party
have executed a reliance agreement or collateral warranty.
Information reported herein may be based on the interpretation of public domain data collected by SLR, and/or information supplied
by the Client and/or its other advisors and associates. These data have been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.
The copyright and intellectual property in all drawings, reports, specifications, bills of quantities, calculations and other information set
out in this report remain vested in SLR unless the terms of appointment state otherwise.
This document may contain information of a specialised and/or highly technical nature and the Client is advised to seek clarification on
any elements which may be unclear to it.
Information, advice, recommendations and opinions in this document should only be relied upon in the context of the whole document
and any documents referenced explicitly herein and should then only be used within the context of the appointment.
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Introduction
SLR Consulting Ltd (SLR) has been instructed by Aggregate Industries to prepare an aftercare scheme submission
pursuant to Condition 32 of planning consent (Decision No. C6/500/90/E/CMA) for the extension to the existing
sand and gravel working, retention of existing plant site and access and consolidation of existing planning
permissions at Ripon City Quarry, Boroughbridge Road, Ripon, North Yorkshire (dated 2nd January 2011).
This final version 1 of the report incorporates comments received from North Yorkshire County Council’s
Ecologist, dated 21st August 2019.

1.1

Condition 32

Condition 32 states “Upon the completion of the extraction operations hereby permitted, the site shall be subject
to an after-care period of five years, the details of which shall have been subject to a written submission to the
County Planning Authority for its approval. Thereafter, the land shall be managed in accordance with the
approved after-care scheme.”
It is noted that Condition 33 requires inter alia an annual review of the previous year’s aftercare in conjunction
with a representative of the Planning Authority, North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC) and it is assumed that
this would be carried out with reference to this submission document and any changes that may be necessary
to continue the satisfactory aftercare of the site.

1.2

Status of Site and Aftercare Areas

The site has been fully restored as shown on Aggregate Industries’ Site Survey May 2019 drawing included in this
report.
The approved restoration Drawings include the Overall Restoration Plan (Glen Kemp, June 2009), Proposed
Outline Restoration Proposals for Gravel Beds Site (Glen Kemp, July 2008) and Proposed Outline Restoration
Proposals for Bridge Field & Plant Site Areas (Glen Kemp, June 2009). These are also included in this report for
ease of reference.
The aims and objectives of the restoration of the individual extension sites were determined by several criteria,
including:
•

Landscape design and integration into the wider baseline landscape character setting and to reflect the
nature of the historic washlands landscape and pattern of progressive restoration;

•

Landscape character and integration to the Ure Corridor recreation area (Ripon to Newby Reach) and
the flood plain/washland setting (as defined as Area 75 in the Harrogate District Council Landscape
Character Assessment (2004);

•

Ecology and biodiversity and the aspirations of the Swale and Ure Washlands Mineral Site After Use
Strategy (Final consultation Document: August 2004);

•

Landowner interests and agricultural landuse using existing soil resources in a sustainable way by
conserving the long-term agricultural resource of best and most versatile land so far as is practically
possible; and

•

Recreational aspirations and to improve the public footpath network (while conserving the nature
conservation priority of the overall restoration on the western side of the River Ure and providing the
basis for a substantially enhanced sailing facility, based on an existing sailing club (currently river based,
on the Gravel Beds extension site on the east side of the River Ure).
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For the purposes of aftercare management and as noted on the restoration plans, the site is divided up into the
following key areas, with the commencement date for formal aftercare of the site for each as noted below:
•

“Bridge Field” to be managed for agriculture by Peter and Paul Rogers. First cropping was sown in
October 2017;

•

“Gravel Beds” to be managed as recreational sailing lake (“Givendale Lake”) with amenity marginal areas
by White Rose Sailing Association on behalf of Newby Hall Estate. Confirmation of restoration completed
at meeting with NYCC in November 2018; and

•

“Ripon City Wetlands”– to be managed for nature conservation by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT).
Confirmation of restoration completed via correspondence between YWT and NYCC in March 2019.

The structure of this aftercare submission document is also divided into each of these areas.

1.3

Aftercare Strategy

The restored site will be closely monitored throughout the 5-year aftercare period so that the most suitable
management regime can be defined on an area-by-area basis.
The aim is to ensure that, following site restoration, the land (structure and stability of the soil) is brought up to
the required standard which enables it to be used for the intended afteruse. Over time, the land should be
brought to a standard whereby it does not have to be treated differently from undisturbed land in a similar use.
Aftercare management of the site consists both of this initial outline strategy, submitted at the outset that will
provide the overall objectives for the management of the site and the main management operations (type of
cropping, cultivations, drainage, nutrients applications).
Annual, detailed submissions will then be made to the planning authority in the autumn of each aftercare year
recording works completed and a programme of further works proposed. These should be used to check
progress and agree any minor amendments that may be required due to unforeseen circumstances or
opportunities to incorporate potential improvements
Table 1-1 below, presents a summary of main annual management operations and timings anticipated at the
site, to be implemented as required.
It is also proposed that aftercare meetings will be held on an area-by-area basis between each of the respective
occupiers and/or landowners, Aggregate Industries and NYCC on an annual basis to discuss the condition of the
site and to agree the aftercare requirements for the following growing season. A formal record of these meetings
should be made and circulated to all the parties concerned.
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Table 1-1
Timings of Main Annual Management Operations
Timings

WINTER

SPRING

SUMMER

AUTUMN

Standard Operations, to be carried out as required

•

Complete record of previous year’s operations

•

Visual assessment of standing water / compaction and drainage requirements

•

Replacement planting

•

Thinning/felling operations of existing woody vegetation

•

Hedgerow siding up on rotation / footpath clearance

•

Stability and erosion inspection and report

•
•

Visual inspection of substrate and requirements for stone picking and/or
rectification of settlement
Spring fertiliser of planting

•

Replacement seeding

•
•

Weed control
Grass cut through planting areas

•

Readjustments and firming of planting areas

•

Assessment of fertiliser requirements in planted areas

•

Visual assessment of vegetation, any failures, etc

•

Weed control

•

Grass cut of grass in late summer

•

Assess irrigation / watering

•

Stability and erosion inspection and report

•

Visual inspection of vegetation and habitats

•

Replacement seeding

•

Weed control

•

Grass cut of grasslands.

•

Review of thinning requirements

•

Replacement planting

•

Stability and erosion inspection and report
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Bridge Field Agricultural Aftercare
The following section of the report describes how the “Bridge Field” part of the site will be managed during the
aftercare period for agriculture.
This includes a description of the general outline steps and their timings, including timing and pattern of
vegetation establishment; cultivation practices, secondary treatments, drainage, management of soil, fertility,
weeds, irrigation and watering, etc. All crops, throughout the various stages of growth, should look even and
consistent in appearance.
A summary of activity to date is then included at the end of this section.
The pre-working agricultural land quality (ALC) of Bridge Field was identified as Graded 2/3a under the original
Environmental Statement (ES). The Grade 2 land was limited by flooding and the Sub-grade 3a land was limited
by mainly flooding but also soil wetness in the areas not reached by the 3-year return period flood.
A typical rotation across Mr Rogers’ farm prior to working was also described in the ES as consisting of winter
wheat, winter barley and oil seed rape. The farm unit planned to replace the agricultural land disturbed during
mineral extraction, resulting in no permanent reduction in farm viability.

2.1

Timing and pattern of vegetation establishment

Arable crops and / or grass ley(s) as part of arable rotation will be considered for the agricultural aftercare areas
at Bridge Field.
A vegetative cover should be established prior to winter to protect the newly restored surface from being eroded,
draw soil moisture from the restored profile thus assisting in soil structural development, and reducing the risk
of increasing drainage problems.
As part of the 5-year statutory aftercare period, it will not normally be appropriate to cultivate arable crops which
leave the soil bare over the winter months, require harvesting late in the year because of the crop type (e.g
maincrop potatoes, field beans, sugar beet and forage maizes) or climatic constraints, as these factors may cause
unnecessary damage to the restored soils. Spring sown crops are also unsuitable for the same reason.
Crops with a limited root pattern are usually avoided during the aftercare period in favour of alternative plants,
such as winter cereals which are deep rooting and can assist in drying the soil profile and aid structural
development of the subsoil.
If grassland is to be used during the aftercare period, it will be necessary to determine how the grass will be
utilised as this will dictate the grass seed mixture sown.
Other interim measures could also include the establishment of a green manure crop, such as mustard, which
could be ploughed in the following year to help condition the restored soil in advance of subsequent cropping
taking place.
If land is to be left ‘fallow’ (i.e. with no established crop) over the winter months, the land should be disced or
cultivated to prevent rapid surface water run-off and soil erosion. No vehicles or livestock should be allowed
onto the site over the winter period.
The existing mixed native hedgerow which extends along the western edge of the Bridge Field site will be
managed for biodiversity interest. Any gaps or fragmented sections will be interplanted and extended
southwards to link with the developing woodland and scrub around the existing fishing pond, also owned and
managed by Mr Rogers.

Page 5

Aggregate Industries
Ripon City Quarry - Aftercare
Filename: 190906-403-00275-00245_R_Ripon_QuarryAftercare-FINAL-v1

2.2

SLR Ref No:403.00275.00245
Aug 2019

Cultivation practices

Cultivations will be required as necessary to prepare a seed bed for crops (arable or grass). These will be timed
to minimise soil damage to safeguard the long-term agricultural potential of the site. For example, rutting and
soil compaction can be caused by poorly timed agricultural operations.
Any cultivations which take place should be recorded, including dates, ground and weather conditions, as part
of the annual reports.
This should also include details of the crop which has been drilled/sown, including variety, seed mix (where
applicable) sowing rate, fertiliser analysis/application and any use of herbicides.

2.3

Secondary treatments

The requirements for secondary treatments of the agricultural areas will be reviewed on an annual basis, to
identify and remedy any localised problems. The following conditions will be assessed:
•

Poor Drainage - will be assessed by recording areas of standing water in the winter, with possible remedy
to be moling, subsoiling or installation of land drainage, subject to severity;

•

Compaction - will be assessed by excavating inspection pits or recording areas of standing water in
winter, with possible remedy to be subsoiling or other mechanical means, subject to severity;

•

Settlement - will be assessed by visual inspection or topographical survey where necessary, with possible
remedy to be localised re-grading, subject to severity;

•

Vegetation Failure - will be assessed by visual inspection, with possible remedy to be cultivation and reseeding, subject to severity. Vegetation failure may indicate other conditions; and

•

Stone-picking - will be assessed by visual inspection and any stones lying on the surface that are larger
than 100 mm diameter (ie they will not pass through a wire screen mesh of 100mm spacing), together
with other objects likely to obstruct future cultivation, will be removed from the site.

2.4

Drainage

Field drainage has been installed within the restored agricultural areas, with the aim of avoiding excessive soil
wetness, which in turn can affect seed germination, root development and the range of plants, including
agricultural crops that can be grown.
Precise requirements for the artificial drainage system were assessed and followed detailed topographical survey
of the restored land. Installation of under-drainage is nearly always necessary for agricultural use, particularly
where the land contained drains prior to mineral working and may also be required to overcome adverse changes
to site physical characteristics caused by the mineral restoration operations (restored soils may have lost its
natural structure, such as channels for drainage water and root penetration).
The drainage scheme has the capacity to deal with expected flows and provide enough freeboard for any
underdrainage outfalls. Regular checks on the outfalls, etc. will be required in case a blockage occurs.

2.5

Management of soil, fertility, weeds

The fertiliser and liming requirements of the agricultural areas will be assessed following soil samples and
analyses on an annual basis throughout the aftercare period and will usually be based on MAFF indices.
Weed control will be a normal part of the overall crop management and throughout the growing season.
Effective weed control assists in both the yield and quality of the crop.
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As required under the provisions of the Weeds Act 1959, all injurious weeds (such as spear thistle, creeping or
field thistle, curled dock, broad-leaved dock and common ragwort) will be controlled, so that they do not spread.
Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 prohibits the establishment of non-native invasive species
listed in Schedule 9 Part 2 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (variation 6th April 2010). Any particularly
invasive non-native plants which if found to be present would also need to be eradicated (for complete list refer
to Schedule 9 Part 2 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981).
Weeds will usually be controlled by appropriate application of herbicides by a certified competent person,
according to manufacturer’s instructions or, in areas of grass, by cutting or grazing.
Arable crops may require regular sprays against diseases and other pests. Selection of herbicides, fungicides and
pesticides will be carried out once arable crops have been identified.
Advice regarding herbicide use and fertiliser applications, should only be sought from those persons with
appropriate qualifications, i.e. BASIS and FACTS respectively.
For any grassland areas, periodic cutting of the emerging sward may be undertaken to control weeds and
encourage tillering. For longer-term leys, after establishment, proposed management will ideally be by light
grazing with sheep and/or cattle for at least 10 weeks in each year without damaging the sward. It is important
that the height of the sward does not exceed 10 - 15cms through the winter, as this will cause some of the grass
to die back and impede the spring growth. Topping of excessive growth and removal off site may be required.
Stocking will not exceed 0.75Lu/Ha. Further restrictions (e.g. 0.6Lu/Ha) may be applied within areas of
conservation grassland, during the bird-nesting season or to allow plants to flower and set seed.
It may be necessary to exclude livestock altogether during winter months and at other times if soils become wet.
Excessive grazing pressure can expose the soil surface and result in erosion, while excessive trampling of fragile
soils can result in poaching, loss of soil structure and erosion. In contrast, grazing at low intensity can be an
important management tool, as it can encourage the establishment of wildflowers, and for agricultural land, it
can contribute to the build-up of soil nitrogen and promote soil structural development.
All grazing by animals such as rabbits or pigeon damage will be controlled. The level of pest control will be
assessed throughout the aftercare period and control measures, such as shooting and gassing, may be necessary.

2.6

Irrigation and watering

The success of vegetation establishment and development of crops in some parts of the country may be severely
limited by long dry periods and drought.
The requirement for irrigation during prolonged dry periods will therefore be assessed and applied as required
to ensure the maintenance of vegetation cover throughout the aftercare period.
Where irrigation is proposed, consultation with the Planning Authority shall allow for equipment specifications,
siting of installations, and criteria for determining irrigation rates.
Within areas of grassland cover and/or where grazing is proposed, drinking water supply for livestock may be
installed, to include agricultural water troughs, water pipes, fittings and surface boxes. Water troughs and
fittings shall be sited, fitted and operated according to manufacturer’s instructions and where relevant, BS 34451 & 2.

2.7

Summary of activity to date

The land drains (continuous lengths of perforated plastic pipe) were installed at 4m centres.
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In autumn 2017 (17th October 2017) a crop of winter wheat was established following two passes with a
subsoiler and two passes with a power harrow. This enabled the drainage to work effectively and provided
further levelling of the ground. The winter wheat was sown at a seed rate of 156 kg/hectare.
In summer 2018 the wheat was harvested with the soil in a very dry condition and the straw removed. The
stubble was sprayed using Roundup in late autumn then ploughed and pressed in winter.
Spring barley was sown in the field during late March to early April 2019.
560 kg/ha nitrogen fertilizer will be applied in the spring. Phosphate and Potash fertiliser will also be applied in
spring at a rate of 300 kg/ha.
Soil sampling will be undertaken to determine P & K levels after harvest with rates adjusted appropriately for the
next crop.
Weed control and fungicide applications will take place next spring according to the weeds and diseases present
at the time and in accordance with the recommendations of an agronomist.
With regard to future cropping, it is anticipated that the following crops will be either wheat, barley, oilseed rape
or beans. Cropping plans will be made according to the yield of the previous crop and the weather and soil
conditions closer to the time of sowing.
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Gravel Beds Sailing Lake Aftercare
The following describes how the “Gravel Beds” part of the site will be managed during the aftercare period as a
recreational sailing lake (“Givendale Lake”), with amenity margins.
This includes general outline steps and their timings including timing and pattern of vegetation establishment;
cultivation practices, secondary treatments, drainage, management of soil, fertility, weeds, irrigation and
watering, etc.
A summary of activity to date is then included at the end of this section.
The key element of the final restoration of the Gravel Bed site is the main sailing lake, with a typical depth of
around 2.0 to 2.5m serviced by the sailing club facility near to the north-west corner of the site. The linear strip
of land, some 25 m to 30 m wide, separating the River Ure from the western edge of the proposed sailing lake,
would be left open to facilitate both the ‘overflow of water in times of flooding and ‘wind access’ to the sailing
area.
No motorised water sport is proposed on this lake on restoration, nor would be permitted by the landowners,
Newby Hall Estate.

3.1

Timing and pattern of vegetation establishment

The lake would be set within its surrounding context of pasture grassland alongside the River Ure and wet and
mixed native woodland, together with wet grassland around the northern, eastern and southern sides of the
lake, to be maintained and enhanced in terms of nature conservation interest.
A mixed species hedgeline with occasional hedgerow trees and associated ditch, would form the boundary to
the eastern side of the lake to enhance the physical ‘linkage’ between the retained / existing wet woodland area
in the northeast corner of the site and the existing / enhanced and proposed habitats at the southern end of the
lake.
The restoration habitats of the southernmost section of the Gravel Bed site will, in time, support a diverse range
of native and locally appropriate species, fitting in to the local historic washlands landscape context. It will
increase the area of the characteristic river flood plain wetland mosaic to the north; the aim being to produce a
neutral or marshy grassland sward which complements the habitats found in the nearby area.

3.2

Cultivation practices

Cultivations are used as necessary to prepare the seed bed for new areas of grassland. If required, these would
be timed to minimise soil damage to safeguard the long-term agricultural potential of the site. For example,
rutting and soil compaction can be caused by poorly timed operations.

3.3

Secondary treatments

The requirements for secondary treatments of the amenity margins around the lake will be reviewed on an
annual basis, in order to identify and remedy any localised problems. The following conditions will be assessed:
•

Poor Drainage - will be assessed by recording areas of standing water in the winter, although this aspect
is likely to be considered to be beneficial to the aims of wetland mosaic habitat creation;

•

Compaction - will be assessed by excavating inspection pits or recording areas of standing water in
winter, with possible remedy to be subsoiling or other mechanical means, subject to severity, although
again such occurrences may be considered to be beneficial to the aims of wetland mosaic habitat
creation;
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•

Settlement - will be assessed by visual inspection or topographical survey where necessary, with possible
remedy to be localised re-grading, subject to severity and context within the overall wetland mosaic
scheme;

•

Vegetation Failure - will be assessed by visual inspection, with possible remedy to be re-cultivation and
re-seeding and/or re-planting, subject to severity. Vegetation failure may indicate other conditions; and

•

Stone-picking - will be assessed by visual inspection and any stones lying on the surface that are larger
than 100 mm diameter (ie they will not pass through a wire screen mesh of 100mm spacing), together
with other objects likely to obstruct future cultivation, will be removed from the site.

3.4

Drainage

Field drainage is unlikely to be required for the amenity margins around the lake as the objective is to create a
more naturalistic wetland mosaic habitat fitting in to the local historic washlands landscape context.
The restoration layout is designed in such a way as to accommodate occasional ‘flood flow’ channels to and from
the lake as indicated on the drawings. The management of the flood flow channels can provide opportunities
for wildlife. All channels will be maintained so that they remain clear and convey water as required by the
amenity afteruse, with works carried out on a rotational basis, so that as broad a range of successional stages as
possible is evident on the site, for example from recently cleaned channels to dense emergent/margins.
Rotational management options will include clearing alternate sides of the channel in each management period
or clearing channels in sections, alternating at each management period. The management period is envisaged
to be yearly (so that clearance is carried out on a two year cycle), but this will be assessed as part of the annual
aftercare for the site and shall be specific to each area so that factors such as vegetation growth rates, channel
function and presence of grazing can be taken into account. Management operations shall be undertaken in the
late summer or early autumn, after plants have seeded and the bird breeding season, but before winter bird
visitors arrive and when water levels are low.

3.5

Management of soil, fertility, weeds

The need and application rates for fertilizer for the amenity margins around the lake, will initially be based on
visual inspection of the appearance or health of vegetation. However, if there are significant plant establishment
problems, then soil sampling and analysis will be undertaken.
Within the amenity marginal areas, where an individual plant species dominates an area, it may be beneficial to
remove a proportion and allow for other species to colonise or be introduced and increase species diversity.
As required under the provisions of the Weeds Act 1959, all injurious weeds (such as spear thistle, creeping or
field thistle, curled dock, broad-leaved dock and common ragwort) will be controlled, so that they do not spread.
Section 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 prohibits the establishment of particular non-native invasive
species listed in Schedule 9 Part 2 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (variation 6th April 2010). Any
particularly invasive non-native plants which if found to be present would also need to be eradicated (for
complete list refer to Schedule 9 Part 2 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981). These include:
•

Giant hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzanium) - poses a public health hazard because its sap will cause a
skin rash in the presence of sunlight;

•

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica var japonica) - forms dense thickets displacing native plants;

•

Himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) - spreads by seeds explosively propelled from ripened pods;

•

Australian swamp stonecrop (Crassula helmsii) - quickly out-competes all native vegetation and
maintains dominance through very rapid growth and uptake of almost all available nutrients;
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•

Parrot’s feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum) – propagates by growth from small fragments that are easily
spread when the brittle stems break; and

•

Floating pennywort (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides) – forms dense interwoven mats that quickly cover the
water surface.

All areas shall be monitored for these plant species on at least a twice-yearly basis, during the growing season.
Where these plants are identified appropriate measures, specific to the plant species shall be taken to control
and/or eradicate them, such as described by the Environment Agency leaflet Guidance for the control of invasive
plants in or near fresh water. The Environment Agency identifies the following basic methods of controlling
invasive plants:
•

Mechanical – cultivation, hoeing, pulling, cutting, raking, dredging or other machinery to uproot or cut
plants;

•

Chemical – herbicides to kill plants;

•

Natural – specific pests and diseases to weaken the target plant; and

•

Environmental – alteration the environment to make it less suitable for plant growth.

Where weeds are to be controlled by the application of herbicides this will be carried out by a certified competent
person, according to manufacturer’s instructions (For example, NPTC Certificate of Competence for use of
Pesticides). It is also acknowledged that:
•

The Food and Environment Protection Act 1985 requires approval from the Environment Agency before
using herbicides in or near water;

•

A waste license is required to remove Japanese knotweed to a waste disposal facility; and

•

All waste materials, including weeds, are subject to the Duty of Care and must only be transferred to,
and carried by, registered waste carriers.

All weed growth within grassland areas will be controlled principally by cutting or spot treated with a selected
herbicide, for the first three years after planting. In the event of a wide-spread weed problem a tractor mounted
weed wipe will be used. Any weeds found within proximity of watercourses will be treated with a suitable aquatic
herbicide.
The grassland areas around the lake needs cutting twice a year (Spring/Summer) (subject to checking for nesting
birds) during the growing season. Management may also include light grazing with sheep and/or cattle for at
least 10 weeks in each year without damaging the sward. It is important that the height of the sward does not
exceed 10 - 15cms through the winter, as this will cause some of the grass to die back and impede the spring
growth. Topping off of excessive growth and removal off site may be required.
Stocking will not exceed 0.75Lu/Ha. Further restrictions (e.g. 0.6Lu/Ha) may be applied during the bird-nesting
season or to allow plants to flower and set seed with areas of conservation grassland.
It may be necessary to exclude livestock altogether during winter months and at other times if soils become wet.
Excessive grazing pressure can expose the soil surface and result in erosion, while excessive trampling of fragile
soils can result in poaching, loss of soil structure and erosion. In contrast, grazing at low intensity can be an
important management tool, as it can encourage the establishment of wildflowers.
All grazing by animals such as rabbits or pigeon damage will be controlled. The level of pest control will be
assessed throughout the aftercare period and control measures, such as shooting and gassing, may be necessary.
Once established the cutting regime for the hedgerows will be based on five-year rotational cutting, rather than
annual, so that areas can be left untrimmed and to provide a source of berries for feeding animals and birds in
the winter months. These will be cut to a height of 2.5-3m, in a tall ‘A-Shape’ on rotation once established, whilst
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avoiding the individual feathered trees. All cutting will take place outside of bird nesting season (bird nesting
season is the beginning of March to end of August inclusive). Alternatively, checks will be undertaken to make
sure no breeding birds are present before work is undertaken.
Scrub/woody vegetation on site will be monitored to ensure that invasive, non-native species are not present
through natural regeneration. Unwanted species will be removed by hand weeding and strimming/cutting back.
Some bramble growth is to be encouraged to provide valuable scrub cover for wildlife but any substantial
increase in bramble cover will be checked.
Tree and shrub planting may receive slow-release fertiliser, applied to the base of each plant, according to
manufacturer’s instructions, at the end of the second growing season, following planting if deemed necessary.
All hedgerow, tree and shrub planting areas will be maintained free of vegetative competition (i.e. grass and
weeds) by the application of herbicide to a 1m diameter around the base of each plant, using a controlled droplet
applicator, or similar, to minimise spray drift, for the first three years after planting. All tree and shrub guards
will be kept free from weeds, by careful checking and folding out of any growth for spraying. All guards and
canes which have become loose, over-tight or broken will be re-adjusted and any plants that become loose will
also be re-firmed and adjusted, during early spring, on an annual basis. At approximately year 5 all stakes and
tubes will be removed from trees and shrubs and disposed of at a suitable facility, subject to an evaluation of
rabbit or other pests.

3.6

Lake

The general aims of the lake aftercare management will be to provide amenity and appeal. Monitoring of the
waterbody will be as follows:
•

Amenity and appeal of the lakes will be assessed by visual inspection, to include erosion, odour, plant
and animal deaths; and

•

Freshwater algae will be monitored for excessive accumulations of foams, scums and discolouration of
the water.

The Environment Agency will be contacted for advice in the event of algae bloom appearing on the site in
response to the threat to wild and domestic animals, fish and humans. It is acknowledged the Environment
Agency adopts a precautionary approach, recognising the need to regard all as capable of producing toxins, and
hence as a threat to human health and safety. The Environment Agency has defined warning thresholds that
indicate the likelihood of bloom/scum formation (usually in late summer and early autumn). The warning
thresholds are used in determining what action to take, such as informing landowners, local authorities, and the
public of potential problems.
The safe use of the site is governed by the White Rose Sailing Association, who are tenants of Newby Hall Estate.

3.7

Summary of activity to date

The banks of the lake were seeded in Spring 2018. The grassland areas around the lake are being cut twice a
year.
As the lakes’ primary function is for dinghy sailing it will be necessary to control weed and marginal plants as any
tall vegetative growth would greatly impede sailing use. Newby Hall are to investigate with their
ecologists/botanists how this can be done.
The tree planting carried out in winter 2018 to the north of the lake is being monitored. Spring and summer
applications of an approved herbicide spray is proposed with inter row mowing, followed by an assessment to
estimate any replacements required and planting of replacement trees in the next available planting season.
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Ripon City Wetlands Nature Reserve
The “Ripon City Wetlands” part of the site will be managed during the aftercare period for nature conservation.
As described on the Overall Restoration Plan, it is the intention is for this part of the site to be subject of longterm management by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust (YWT) under a Section 106 agreement.
It is noted in the correspondence from YWT to North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC), dated 19th March 2019
that they are satisfied that restoration works have been completed and that they intend to commence tenure
and open as a nature reserve.
As per email correspondence from YWT to NYCC on 3rd June 2019 the aftercare details for this part of the site
will be provided to NYCC by YWT separately. The management plan will be developed over the next several
months and will need to be informed by the development of the habitats on site and familiarity with the reserve.
The intention is to follow the management plan as set out in the section 106 and adapt that as necessary
depending on how the site develops.
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EUROPEAN OFFICES

United Kingdom

.

AYLESBURY
T: +44 (0)1844 337380

LEEDS
T: +44 (0)113 258 0650

BELFAST
T: +44 (0)28 9073 2493

LONDON
T: +44 (0)203 691 5810

BRADFORD-ON-AVON
T: +44 (0)1225 309400

MAIDSTONE
T: +44 (0)1622 609242

BRISTOL
T: +44 (0)117 906 4280

MANCHESTER
T: +44 (0)161 872 7564

CAMBRIDGE
T: + 44 (0)1223 813805

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE
T: +44 (0)191 261 1966

CARDIFF
T: +44 (0)29 2049 1010

NOTTINGHAM
T: +44 (0)115 964 7280

CHELMSFORD
T: +44 (0)1245 392170

SHEFFIELD
T: +44 (0)114 245 5153

EDINBURGH
T: +44 (0)131 335 6830

SHREWSBURY
T: +44 (0)1743 23 9250

EXETER
T: + 44 (0)1392 490152

STAFFORD
T: +44 (0)1785 241755

GLASGOW
T: +44 (0)141 353 5037

STIRLING
T: +44 (0)1786 239900

GUILDFORD
T: +44 (0)1483 889800

WORCESTER
T: +44 (0)1905 751310

Ireland

France

DUBLIN
T: + 353 (0)1 296 4667

GRENOBLE
T: +33 (0)4 76 70 93 41

