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Notes

Individual Tree Planting Specification

1. This drawing has been prepared in accordance with the scope of RPS’s
appointment with its client and is subject to the terms and conditions of that
appointment. RPS accepts no liability for any use of this document other than
by its client and only for the purposes for which it was prepared and provided.

Individual Tree Planting Specification

2. If received electronically it is the recipients responsibility to print to correct scale.
Only written dimensions should be used.
3. This drawing should be read in conjunction with all other relevant drawings and
specifications.

Plant Handling at Site
Tree Pit Design: Planting Deciduous

Unloading and temporary storage
The contractor shall ensure that the young trees from the nursery should ensure that the trees are unloaded from the lorry in a speedy
and efficient manner. A full quality check should take place at the time of unloading. Any defects or breakages should be reported to
the dispatching nursery immediately. Trees that do not meet the specification or are otherwise unsatisfactory or damaged should be
rejected and returned.

Key

Rootballed or containerized trees shall be lowered intact from the delivery vehicle and shall not be dropped onto the ground, as this
can cause damage to the root system.

Proposed Native Tree/Shrub Planting
Area

The time that trees are held in temporary storage should be kept to a minimum. The storage area should be specific for that purpose.
The site should be isolated from areas where there is the potential for contamination from other stored materials on neighbouring
sites or damage from vehicles.

Proposed Deciduous Individual Tree

Planting
8

Considerations Below Ground
The planting pit position and rooting location will be reviewed by the contractor and any issues reported to the site manager for
discussion with the client.
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When digging the pit the base of the tree pit should remain undisturbed unless there are specific problems such as poor drainage, soil
smearing or pans resulting from pit construction which need to be rectified.

3

The backfill medium used should be as close as possible in texture and structure to the soil excavated from the tree pit. Ideally the soil
dug from the excavated pit should be used as the backfill medium.
Topsoil should not be used below the depth of the original topsoil layer.
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An approved below-ground irrigation system should be used to aid establishment.

Key
1. Grass Sward

Considerations above ground
Prior to placing the tree within the pit the tree stake used should be driven into the ground to a sufficient depth to provide full support
for the tree.

2. Tree pit surface area as large as possible, with organic mulch layer
3. Root Flare
4. Base of tree pit undisturbed unless drainage problems are apparent
5. Backfill replicating existing topsoil/subsoil profile.

The ties and support system should be attached as recommended by the manufacturer. The support system should be no higher than
one third the height of the tree being planted.

6. Irrigation pipe
7. Double stake system with crow bar (no higher than one third tree height)
8. Tree Block and tie as agreed with client

The length of time for which this support system is left in place should be assessed during the initial and on-going maintenance of the
landscape area. All support systems should be removed as soon as possible.
Mulches are beneficial to transplanting success and should be used. The root flare and the base of the stem should be maintained
free from mulch. The tree should be irrigated before mulch is applied. A mulch depth of 50 mm to 100 mm is required. The mulch
should be an organic based material such as composted bark or similar.

Planting the tree
NOTE Planting depth is critical to transplanting success. Planting too deep is often identified as a common cause of failure. The root flare of the newly planted tree should be clearly visible at the soil
surface. It should not be buried by excess soil or mulch. Where root flare should be revealed at the time of planting.
If a rootballed tree has used the hessian, twine and the wire cage should be loosened. If wire encircles the stem diameter as part of the wire cage of the rootball, this should be cut and removed. If a
containerised tree has been used all pot/bag materials should be removed and disposed of.

Sports Facility

Any minor branch damage should be removed by pruning, ensuring that any branch removal does not include the branch collar attachment.
At no time should trees at the planting site be left with their root systems exposed or vulnerable to drying out.
The planting pit should be no deeper than the existing rootball or container depth.
Tree pit sides should not have compacted, glazed or smeared sides from digging. Sides of a planting pit that have been smeared or smoothed during excavation should be scarified.
Tree pits should have a diameter at least 75 mm greater than that of the root system.
During excavation of the tree pit the soil dug should be placed to one side separating topsoil and subsoil as far as is practical.
The tree's root system should be wetted prior to planting.
The tree should be planted at the correct depth taking into account the position of the root flare and the finished level. Allowance should be made for settling of the soil after planting.
Backfill should be added gradually in layers of 150 mm to 230 mm depth, ensuring the tree is held upright. At each stage the fill should be firmed in to eliminate all air pockets under and around the
root system, but with care being taken not to excessively compact the soil.
The final layer of backfilling should not be consolidated, but should be of a sufficient depth to allow for settlement and mulching.
Immediately after planting, the tree pit should be saturated to field capacity
At this point the tree support system should be used.

Trees Species

No. Size

Type

Height Metres

1. Acer campestre - Field Maple

10

8-10

Standard

2.5-3.0

2. Carpinus betulus - Hornbaem

10

8-10

Standard

2.5-3.0

3. Quercus robur - English Oak

5

10-12

Select Standard

3.0-3.5

Note : Trees to be planted in positions shown on plan.

Native Tree / Shrub Shelterbelt Planting Specification
PLANTING AREAS

The planting area should be inspected and the area to be planted clearly defined.
An investigation into services and utility routes within the site should be carried out by the contractor so that he is clear of any liabilities.
The area should be cleared of any debris and litter. The planting area should then be clearly marked out by the contractor. Existing vegetation should be cleared within the planting area.
A visual inspection of the soil should be carried out to ensure its suitability for the proposed planting, any issues should be reported to the Supervising Officer (SO).
PLANTING

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Do not plant into frozen or snow covered soil without prior approval of the SO.Carry out the work while soil and weather conditions are suitable for the relevant operations.
Plant only during the following periods:
Deciduous trees and shrubs: Late October to late March.
Ensure that adequate watering and weed control is provided.
WATERING: Water will be provided by the main contractor up to Practical Completion of the main contract works and/ or thereafter by the Employer, in each case subject to availability of supply.
Water as necessary to ensure the establishment and continued vitality of all planting.

Tree Groups: - 1 Oak, 2 Hornbeam
and 2 Field Maple mixed

PLANTS GENERALLY:

All Plants should be materially undamaged, sturdy, healthy, vigorous, of good shape and without elongated shoots. Grown in a suitable environment and hardened off. Free from pests, diseases,
discoloration, weeds and physiological disorders. With balanced root and branch systems, root system and condition in accordance with the relevant part of the National Plant Specification. True
to name. Provide certification that plants comply with this specification. To the relevant part of BS 3936, name, forms, dimensions and other criteria as scheduled.
STORAGE: Plants which are not to be planted on day of delivery to site to be stored as follows: - place close together and cover rootballs with sand, moist peat or wet straw.
PLANT HANDLING, STORAGE TRANSPORT AND PLANTING
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To the recognised best practice HTA 'Handling and establishing landscape plants'.
PLANTING GENERALLY:

MAKING
COMPLEX
EASY

Comply with CPSE 'Handling and establishing landscape plants' (obtainable from the Horticultural Trades Association) Part III, paragraphs 6.2 to 6.6. Before planting remove any non-perishable
containers and carefully prune any badly damaged roots.

17

SHRUB PLANTING PITS Excavate 1-2 days (maximum) before planting.

Shelterbelt Planting Matrix

The pits should be wide enough to accommodate roots when fully spread and 75 mm deeper than root system. Carefully return excavated topsoil, packing around evenly spread roots or root ball
and heel well in. Immediately after planting shrubs carefully cut back any damaged, dead or diseased branches and remove any weak, thin or malformed growth. Where and to the extent
appropriate for the species cut back to encourage growth. After planting fork and/ or rake soil to a fine tilth with approved cambers and no hollows.
Mulch the whole surface of planting beds with bark mulch in accordance with the specification and suppliers instructions.
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Water immediately after planting, thoroughly and without damaging or displacing plants or soil.
MAINTENANCE:

1.5m

During the Defects Liability Period carry out maintenance of the planted areas as follows:
Make visits at approximately 4 weekly intervals during the growing season or as necessary to fulfill the requirements
of this specification.
Keep planting beds and base of shrubs clear of weeds, by use of suitable herbicides and/or hand weeding as
appropriate.

1.5m

Water as necessary to ensure the continued vitality of all plants.
Status
Issue

Drawn By
BW

PM/Checked by
TF

Project Number

Scale

Date Created

JMK107

1:250 @ A0

24 October 2019

1.5m

RPS Drawing/Figure Number
SECTION VIEW

JMK107

rpsgroup.com

_ Figure 01.01

Rev

-

