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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
WSP has been commissioned by North Yorkshire County Council to prepare a Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) for an archaeological evaluation, to take place in advance of the proposed
diversion of the A59 to a position north of the current route, from North Moor junction to
Blubberhouses, North Yorkshire. A programme of archaeological work is required in order to help
fulfil an archaeological planning condition attached to the planning permission for the Scheme.
This WSI has been produced for the evaluation works that are required to enable the discharge of
conditions to enable preliminary site clearance only. The WSI sets out the scope and methodology
for archaeological evaluation by trial trenching and the excavation of hand dug test pits. It has been
prepared in consultation with the archaeological advisor to North Yorkshire County Council.
The aim of the evaluation is to clarify the presence, nature, date, extent and significance of any
archaeological remains that may be present in the areas of proposed impact. The results of the
evaluation will allow the archaeological advisor to agree an appropriate mitigation strategy, should
any significant archaeological remains be revealed.
The WSI has been informed by a historic environment desk-based assessment, prepared by WSP in
support of the planning application. The assessment concluded that there is potential for adverse
impacts on known, buried heritage assets including The Old Turnpike Road, a Sandstone Quarry,
two lead mines and a possible trapezoidal enclosure. There is considered to be high potential for
evidence of modern and post-medieval activity within the Scheme boundary, moderate potential for
evidence of prehistoric and late medieval activity and low potential for Romano-British and Early
Medieval activity.
Nine parcels of land will be subject to intrusive evaluation:
•

In Areas 1–6 mechanical trenching will be employed with the excavation of 36, 30.0m long
by 1.8m wide evaluation trenches. Eighteen of the evaluation trenches are targeted on
geophysical anomalies. The rest are located uniformly across the Scheme in order to have
the highest chance of locating possible archaeological remains

•

In Areas 7–9, 380, 1m by 1m hand dug test pits will be excavated. The test pits will be
distributed evenly on a 10m grid

Paleoenvironmental evaluation and landscape survey to evaluate an area of historic mining will be
carried out following site clearance and will be detailed in an addendum to this WSI.
Any significant deposits or features identified during the evaluation will be subject to further
mitigation, scope of which will be set out in a separate WSI.
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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

PROJECT BACKGROUND

1.1.1.

WSP has been commissioned by North Yorkshire County Council to prepare a Written Scheme of
Investigation (WSI) for a programme of archaeological evaluation, in advance of the proposed
diversion of the A59 at Blubberhouses, North Yorkshire. The A59 will be diverted from North Moor
junction (National Grid Reference (NGR) 413398 455035), north of the current route, to re-join the
existing A59 at Blubberhouses (NGR 416948 455360) (Figure B-1). The diversion will be
constructed in areas that are currently agricultural land, pasture, moorland and a disused quarry.
The redundant section of the current road will be privatised for farm use and as a Public Right of
Way.

1.1.2.

The A59 Diversion Scheme (Planning Application No.: NY/2019/0191/ENV) has been granted
planning permission (Decision No. C6/19/05134/CMA). Conditions 33 to 35 of the permission state:
33. No demolition/development/clearance works shall commence until a Written Scheme of
Investigation has been submitted to and approved in writing by the County Planning Authority.
The scheme shall include an assessment of significance and research questions and:
• the programme and methodology of site investigation and recording including research
• questions;
• community involvement and/or outreach proposals;
• the programme for post investigation assessment;
• provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and recording;
• provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and records of the site
• investigation;
• provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of the site
investigation; and,
• nomination of a competent person or persons/organisation to undertake the works set out
within the Written Scheme of Investigation.
Reason:
This is a pre-commencement condition and one which is considered warranted given the
particular circumstances in the absence of a WSI accompanying the planning application and
consistent with NPPF Paragraph 199 as the site is of archaeological significance.
34. No demolition / development shall take place other than in accordance with the Written
Scheme of Investigation approved under condition no. 33 above.
Reason:
This is a pre-commencement condition and one which is considered warranted given the
particular circumstances in the absence of a WSI accompanying the planning application and
consistent with NPPF Paragraph 199 as the site is of archaeological significance.
35. The development shall not be open to use until the site investigation and post investigation
assessment has been completed in accordance with the programme set out in the Written
Scheme of Investigation approved under condition no. 33 and the provision made for analysis,
publication and dissemination of results and archive deposition has been secured.
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Reason:
This is a pre-commencement condition and one which is considered warranted given the
particular circumstances in the absence of a WSI accompanying the planning application and
consistent with NPPF Paragraph 199 as the site is of archaeological significance.

1.2

SCOPE OF WORK

1.2.1.

The scope of the archaeological evaluation detailed in this WSI has been agreed in consultation with
the NYCC Archaeological Advisor and informed by the findings of the Historic Environment DeskBased Assessment (WSP 2019), a partial geophysical survey of the Scheme (SUMO 2019) and a
walkover of the Scheme. The aim of the evaluation is to clarify the presence, nature, date, extent
and significance of any archaeological remains that may be present in the areas of proposed impact.

1.2.2.

Section 3 of this WSI provides a summary of the archaeological and historical background. Sections
4–0 deal with the methodology for the archaeological evaluation, including the fieldwork methods,
approach to sampling, reporting and archiving. Figures are provided in Appendix B and references
in Appendix A.

1.2.3.

The fieldwork and post-excavation will follow the standards and guidance for archaeological field
evaluation (CIfA 2020a). All archaeological works will be undertaken by a competent archaeological
fieldwork contractor, recognised as a Registered Organisation by the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists. The management of the project will comply with the standards and guidance set out
in Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England
2015a).

1.2.4.

The results of the evaluation will allow the NYCC Archaeological Advisor to agree an appropriate
mitigation strategy for any significant archaeological remains revealed. Any archaeological mitigation
will require a separate WSI outlining the scope and method for that work and will need to be
approved by the NYCC Archaeological Advisor.

1.2.5.

Further WSIs will be required for paleoenvironmental evaluation and landscape recording. Both
packages of work will take place following site clearance and are summarised below (sections
1.2.11 and 1.2.13).

SITE WALKOVER
1.2.6.

The Scheme was visited on 2nd July 2021. The walkover enabled appropriate evaluation techniques
to be identified, plant access routes to be examined, and non-archaeological constraints visible on
the ground to be identified to inform the placement of the proposed interventions.

CONSULTATION
1.2.7.

This WSI has been prepared in consultation with Peter Rowe, the North Yorkshire Principal
Archaeologist and Archaeological Advisor to the Local Planning Authority. WSP consulted with Peter
Rowe via Teams meetings on 11th June 2021 and 14th July 2021. The scope of the archaeological
work was agreed between the attending parties at the conclusion of the second meeting. It was
agreed that the portion of the Scheme located between NGR 415830 455665 and NGR 416145
455280 will not be subject to archaeological evaluation as it is on a steep incline and has been
subject to substantial erosion. The incline makes it an unlikely location for past human activity.
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EVALUATION
1.2.8.

The areas targeted for intrusive evaluation are shown on Figure B-2.
Trenching

1.2.9.

Areas 1–7 are suitable for archaeological evaluation trenching as they are accessible with a
mechanical excavator. Thirty-six, 30m by 1.8m evaluation trenches will be excavated. The scope
and methodology are detailed in Section 6.2.
Test pits

1.2.10. Areas 7–9 will be evaluated by test pitting as they comprise unimproved moorland. Area 9 contains
upland peat deposits. A total of 380 test pits, measuring 1m by 1m and arranged on a 10m grid will
be hand dug. The scope and methodology are detailed in Section 6.3.
Palaeoenvironmental evaluation
1.2.11. Ground investigation at the east end of the Scheme, close to Hall Beck, identified a peat deposit
2.05m to 2.50m below ground level. A palaeoenvironmental desk-based assessment highlighted this
deposit as of potential value (Wessex Archaeology 2019). This area is heavily wooded and
waterlogged and palaeoenvironmental evaluation will take place following site clearance, within the
construction phase of the Scheme.
1.2.12. An addendum to this WSI will be produced after site clearance and will include a geoarchaeological
method statement that will be agreed in consultation with Andy Hammon, the Historic England
Regional Science Advisor. The geoarchaeological method statement will be produced by an
archaeological fieldwork contractor with expertise in and experience of such work and will outline a
methodology by which the presence, extent and nature of the peat deposit can be refined;
representative samples of the deposit can be obtained and the scope of further geoarchaeological
works can be defined to mitigate the impact of the Scheme.
Archaeological landscape recording
1.2.13. The HER holds two records for lead mining works, located at the western end of the Scheme. No
visible evidence of these features was identified during the Scheme walkover due to the level of tree
cover. The nature and extent of the remains will be assessed following site clearance at the
beginning of the construction phase of the Scheme. It may be necessary to undertake a programme
of landscape recording in order to understand the extent and potential of any remains. Any
landscape recording will be undertaken in line with Understanding the Archaeology of Landscapes
(Historic England 2017) and the scope and methodology will be detailed in an addendum to this
WSI.

1.3

STATEMENT OF LIABILITY

1.3.1.

This document is for the exclusive benefit of the Client (North Yorkshire County Council). It may not
be assigned to or relied upon by a third party without the agreement of WSP UK Limited ('WSP') in
writing. WSP retains all copyright and other intellectual property rights in the document and its
contents unless transferred by written agreement between WSP and the Client.

1.3.2.

The findings and opinions expressed are based on the conditions encountered and/or the
information reasonably available at the date of issue of this document (or other date e.g. date of
inspection) and shall be applicable only to the circumstances envisaged herein.
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1.3.3.

No person except the Client shall have the benefit of this document by virtue of the Contracts
(Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.
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2

PROJECT ROLES

2.1.1.

‘The Client’ is North Yorkshire County Council. The Client will be responsible for confirming land
ownership and site access arrangements prior to the commencement of work.

2.1.2.

The ‘Archaeological Consultant’ is the WSP Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Team who will be
responsible for contracting the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor on behalf of the client and for
the design and technical assurance of all archaeological works. The Archaeological Consultant will
liaise directly and regularly with the LPA Archaeological Advisor. The Archaeological Consultant will
be responsible for supplying up to date information on environmental and ecological constraints and
for ecological surveys prior to trenching.

2.1.3.

The ‘LPA Archaeological Advisor’ will be Peter Rowe, Principal Archaeologist at North Yorkshire
County Council, who provides the development control and planning advice. The LPA has the final
decision on the scope of work and signs off the evaluation when it is complete, in consultation with
the Archaeological Consultant.

2.1.4.

The ‘Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor’ is responsible for carrying out the fieldwork, postexcavation reporting and deposition of the archive. It will also be in control of the site during works
and responsible for the Health and Safety and site security. All reporting by the archaeological
fieldwork contractor will be via the Archaeological Consultant.

2.1.5.

The ‘Main Contractor’ is the contractor in control of the site and responsible for all Health and Safety
and site security. Unless noted otherwise, the Main Contractor is the archaeological fieldwork
contractor.

2.1.6.

The ‘plant attendance contractor’ refers to the operative of the plant, hired by the archaeological
fieldwork contractor and under their direction.

2.1.7.

The ‘Suitably Qualified Ecologist (SQE)’ is responsible for providing information on ecological
constraints and for site survey in advance of work. The SQE will attend site prior to the start of
trenching and test pitting to confirm that the areas are clear and that work can commence. The SQE
will be a member of the WSP Ecology Team (principal point of contact will be Anita Hogan).

2.1.8.

The ‘WSP Project Manager’ is the person overseeing the design and build project (Joanna Lyon)
and is supported by the WSP Land Access Team and Health and Safety advisors.
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3

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT BASELINE SUMMARY

3.1

TOPOGRAPHY AND LAND USE

3.1.1.

The area around the Scheme varies in elevation and gradient. At its western boundary the Scheme
lies at 320m aOD, and it descends as it passes to the east to the valley floor to an elevation of
approximately 160m aOD.

3.1.2.

The Scheme is located within an upland landscape of open and exposed gritstone moorland,
characterised by extensive moorland plateaus and a radial network of gills and valleys. The land
within the Scheme is predominantly in agricultural use, with pasture on the upper, mid and lower
slopes of the Kex Gill valley, and the open moorland of Kex Gill Moor and Blubberhouses Moor
beyond. The moorland is managed for grouse shooting. A disused silica plant and Blubberhouses
Quarry occupy land to the north-west of the Scheme.

3.2

GEOLOGY

3.2.1.

The solid geology in the west and centre of the Scheme is Millstone Grit Group. There are also
bands of Marchup Grit (sandstone) and Lower Follifoot Grit (sandstone). No superficial deposits are
recorded.

3.3

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SUMMARY

3.3.1.

This section provides a brief outline of the archaeological and historical background and is a
summary of information presented within an Historic Environment Desk-Based Assessment (WSP
2019).

PREHISTORIC (800,000 BC–AD 43)
3.3.2.

There is no evidence of prehistoric activity within the boundary of the Scheme, but there are a
considerable number of sites within the wider area.

3.3.3.

Most early Palaeolithic evidence in Yorkshire was probably destroyed by the Devensian glaciation.
However, caves such as those at Kirkdale Cave on the edge of the North Moors and Victoria Cave
near Settle are known. Upper Palaeolithic find spots and open sites are found in the uplands of the
Pennies and the Peak District. A flint scraper was recovered from the garden of Bothams
(Monument North Yorkshire (MNY) 30491), approximately 40m to the south of the route of the
current A59.

3.3.4.

Several Mesolithic sites have been identified within 1km of the Scheme (MNY 15090, MNY 29535,
MNY 29536, MNY 29537, MNY 29538, MNY 29539, MNY 30413 and MNY 30489), though none are
within the Scheme boundary. These sites generally comprise lithic scatters, and in some cases
number in the thousands. The scatters represent lithic flaking floors that have been protected from
disturbance by the development of the upland peat of Blubberhouses Moor and Kex Gill Moor. The
original location of many of the scatters is not known due to the recording methods of the collectors,
however, Round Hill on Blubberhouses Moor appears to have been the focus for much of the
Mesolithic activity.

3.3.5.

Of the 76 Scheduled Monuments within 5km of the Scheme, 72 are rock art sites of Late
Neolithic/Early Bronze Age date. Rock art is relatively common in the uplands of Cumbria,
Northumberland and North and West Yorkshire and the most common form is the cup and ring
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design, which consists of a hollow, or cup, pecked into the surface of the rock and surrounded by
one or more concentric rings. There are two major rock art concentrations at Langbar
Moor/Middleton Moor and Askwith Moor, to the south of the Scheme, and a smaller concentration on
Rocking Moor, to the north. A Neolithic polished stone axe (MNY 30407), was recovered within 1km
of the Scheme though the exact location of its discovery is unknown. A second stone axe (MNY
30416) was found in a stream at Kex Gill.
3.3.6.

An Early Bronze Age perforated stone axe (MNY 30408) and two axes thought to be made of
quartzite or sandstone (MNY 30409), are recorded within 500m of the Scheme. Again the exact
location of the discovery of these axes is not known but the latter is noted as being found at Kex Gill.
A rubbing stone (MNY 30418) was found near a hearth in a Late Bronze Age hut circle on
Blubberhouses Moor.

3.3.7.

There is a potential Iron Age enclosure (MNY 30227) on Round Hill, between the current A59 and
the diversion route. Further enclosures, which may be part of a larger settlement (MNY 30411 and
MNY 30226), and four hut circles identified on aerial photography (MNY 27798) have also been
identified within 500m of the Scheme. In the wider landscape, evidence of Iron Age activity
comprises cairns (MNY 30376, 30404, 30406) and a potential cremation (MNY 30420).

3.3.8.

The HER holds numerous records relating to enclosures, cairns, walls and possible hut circles that
have been identified from aerial photographs and are of unknown date. One of these cropmarks,
described as a trapezoidal enclosure (MNY 30487), falls within the boundary of the Scheme on
Limekiln Hill. The HER record notes that it is visible on three aerial photographs and that it is in the
south-east corner of the field. Geophysical survey of Limekiln Hill did not identify any evidence of the
enclosure.

ROMAN (AD 43–410)
3.3.9.

Margary’s Roman road network identifies a route, recorded as Watling Street on the 1910 OS map,
running through to the south-east of the Scheme on a south-west/north-east alignment and linking
Ilkley and Aldborough (MNY 24987). The road divided to the south of the Scheme with a spur
running towards Hampsthwaite. Bank Slack Camp (NHL 1004898) lies within 5km of the Scheme.
This Scheduled Monument comprises a linear earthwork that is tentatively dated to the Late Iron
Age or Romano-British period. There is no evidence of Roman activity within the boundary of the
Scheme.

EARLY MEDIEVAL (AD 410–1066)
3.3.10. The Early Medieval period in Yorkshire is thought to have been a time of social change, with
settlement structures changing with the transition from Roman to Anglo-Saxon practices.
Blubberhouses is not thought to have been settled at this time and did not appear in the Domesday
Book of 1086. The area was likely to be moorland during this period, and there is no evidence of
activity of this date within the Scheme boundary.

LATE MEDIEVAL (1066–1540)
3.3.11. A hamlet is known to have been established at Blubberhouses by 1172 (MNY14396), and the name
is thought to relate to bubbling springs and a group of housing. Evidence of late medieval iron
working comprising building foundations (MNY 29128), a slag heap (MNY 36382) and a bloomery
(MNY 36381) has been identified within 1km of the Scheme. Documentary evidence suggests that
bloomeries were active in the area from the 13th century and that Canons of Bridlington were given
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leave to dig for iron and make forges in the vicinity of Blubberhouses. There is further evidence of
industrialisation in the region by the River Washburn, where a corn mill was established in the 15th
century (MNY 28600).

POST-MEDIEVAL (1540–1901)
3.3.12. The Topographical Dictionary of England (1848) described ‘Blubber-Houses’ as a 3600-acre
township within the parish of Fewston, with 99 inhabitants. It was described as moorland and
pasture with a small proportion of arable land.
3.3.13. Former lead mines (MNY 13872 and MNY 24984), evidence of sandstone quarrying (MNY 36735)
and an 18th century bridge (MNY 28825) lie within the Scheme boundary. The HER data identifies
dozens of post-medieval assets within 500m of the Scheme and these represent the intensification
of industrial activity during this period. A series of mills was established flanking the River
Washburn. West House Mill was built as a flax mill in 1797, whilst a 15th century corn mill continued
to be used until the 1840s. The mill had two houses for workers, known as High Apprentice and Low
Apprentice.
3.3.14. The Knaresborough – Skipton turnpike (WSP004) in the north of the Scheme, and a south flanking
stone wall (WSP003) are apparent on the 1854 First Edition Ordnance Survey map. It is not clear
when the turnpike was established but the route is recorded as ‘Gasgill Causeway’ on Jefferys’
Topographical Survey of the County of York (1771).
3.3.15. There is one Grade II Listed milepost within the Scheme (National Heritage List (NHL) 1174261).

MODERN (1901–PRESENT)
3.3.16. The crash site of a World War II Halifax Bomber (MNY 26704) lies within the Scheme boundary. The
aircraft crashed on 19th September 1942 whilst returning from an operation.

PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVENTS
3.3.17. Ground Investigation works were undertaken within the Scheme boundary between November 2017
and February 2018. An archaeological watching brief was maintained during this work and
excavation of 72 boreholes and 51 test pits was observed. No archaeological features or finds were
observed (AOC 2018).
3.3.18. A Palaeoenvironmental Desk-Based Assessment was produced based on the findings of the GI
works (Wessex Archaeology 2019). The assessment identified several locations where organic
deposits were preserved, typically organic clays, silts and peat. However, the organic clay and silt
deposits are only slightly organic and form a component of poorly sorted minerogenic deposits
(including sands and gravels), which are likely to represent glacial till of low geoarchaeological
potential.
3.3.19. Peat deposits approximately 0.5m thick were identified in three locations in the west and east of the
Scheme. Peat has the potential to preserve a range of palaeoenvironmental remains and material
for scientific dating, providing data on past vegetation, environment and human activity. The peats
appear relatively limited but have been used to define two areas for further investigation.
3.3.20. A geophysical survey on sections of the Scheme that were accessible, was undertaken in July 2019
(SUMO 2019). No anomalies of confirmed archaeological interest were identified. Discrete, linear
trends and areas of enhanced response were detected that were interpreted as variations in the
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underlying geology, natural channels or indications of agricultural practices. Two former field
boundaries, a former trackway, land drains and a service pipe were detected.
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4

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

4.1

INTRODUCTION

4.1.1.

The aim of the evaluation is to clarify the presence, nature, date, extent and significance of any
archaeological remains that may be present within the Scheme.

4.1.2.

There is high potential for evidence of modern and post-medieval activity, moderate potential for
evidence of prehistoric and late medieval activity and low potential for Romano-British and Early
medieval activity within the Scheme.

4.1.3.

The evaluation results will inform development of an appropriate mitigation strategy for any
significant archaeological remains. If the evaluation reveals little of archaeological significance, then
no further work may be necessary.

4.2

OBJECTIVES

4.2.1.

The objective of trial trench evaluation as defined by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA)
is to ‘determine and report on, as far as is reasonably possible, the nature of the archaeological
resource within a specified area using appropriate methods and practices’ (CIfA 2020a).

4.2.2.

This is further explained as ‘a limited programme of non-intrusive and/or intrusive fieldwork which
determines the presence or absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or
ecofacts, and their research potential, within a specified area or site…. If such archaeological
remains are present field evaluation defines their character, extent, quality and preservation, and
enables an assessment of their worth in a local, regional, national or international context as
appropriate.’

4.2.3.

The Yorkshire Archaeological Research Framework: research agenda provides the research
framework for the region (Roskams and Whyman 2007). The archaeological research objectives to
which the results of the evaluation may contribute, include but are not limited to:

4.2.4.

•

What is the spatial and temporal pattern of Mesolithic activity and does it conform to that
expected within the region, where clear concentrations of finds are seen on the moors?

•

Is there any evidence of mobility, manufacture and trade during the Neolithic period?

•

Can dating of prehistoric enclosures improve the understanding of apparent links between
the development of the landscape in the Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age?

•

How can paleoenvironmental and borehole data contribute to our understanding of the
influence of Late Medieval towns on the wider landscape?

•

How can early modern archaeological evidence be deemed relevant to development control
decisions or research outcomes?

The archaeological research objectives specific to this evaluation are as follows:
• What are the nature and levels of natural deposits, and has there been any modern
disturbance?
• Can the potentially prehistoric trapezoidal enclosure (MNY 30487) be identified and dated?
• Can episodes of resurfacing of The Old Turnpike Road (WSP 004) be identified?
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• What remains of the two Lead Mines (MNY 13872 and MNY 24984)? Is there evidence of
associated archaeological remains?
4.2.5.

The last two of these objectives will be addressed by mitigation during construction and landscape
survey following site clearance, respectively.
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5

HEALTH AND SAFETY

5.1

INTRODUCTION

5.1.1.

The evaluation will be carried out before construction and is not, therefore, subject to Construction
(Design and Management) regulations (CDM 2015).

5.1.2.

The following sections outline the Health and Safety aspects of the site work along with known
constraints and may be subject to change.

5.2

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

5.2.1.

The Archaeological Consultant will be responsible for approval of the archaeological fieldwork
contractor’s Risk Assessment and Methodology Statement (RAMS) and for monitoring and technical
assurance of the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor’s work on behalf of the client.

5.2.2.

The Suitably Qualified Ecologist (SQE) will provide up to date information on environmental and
ecological constraints to the Archaeological Consultant and the Archaeological Fieldwork
Contractor.

5.2.3.

The WSP Project Manager will be responsible for providing utilities (STATS) information to the
Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor as necessary. The Archaeological Consultant will be
responsible for cross-checking the designed location of the trenches against this information. The
Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will be responsible for cross-checking the location of trenches
as laid out on site with the information provided (see 5.3.14).

5.2.4.

The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will be the Main Contractor in control of the site during
works and responsible for Health and Safety, site security and the operation of plant, hired by the
Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor and under their direction.

5.2.5.

The Client will be responsible for providing safe access. Access arrangements will be confirmed by
the WSP Project Manager no less than two weeks prior to the start of fieldwork, and will be updated
as required.

5.3

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK CONTRACTOR

5.3.1.

The archaeological fieldwork contractor will be contracted to the Archaeological Consultant (WSP),
on behalf of the Client (North Yorkshire County Council).

5.3.2.

The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will conduct their work in accordance with all existing
national legislation regarding Health and Safety at work (i.e. the Health and Safety at Work Act
1974).

5.3.3.

The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will produce a site-specific RAMS and will supply a copy of
the company’s Health and Safety Policy to the Archaeological Consultant. The documents will be
assured and approved by the Archaeological Consultant to ensure that the policy and measures are
appropriate. A copy of the RAMS will be provided to the WSP Project Manager and the Client.

5.3.4.

The RAMS will have been read, understood, and signed by all staff attending the site before
fieldwork commences and will consist of the following key sections (as a minimum).

A59 KEX GILL DIVERSION
Project No.: 70075732 | Our Ref No.: 70075732-ACH
North Yorkshire County Council

PUBLIC | WSP
November 2021
Page 12 of 29

HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICIES
5.3.5.

A copy of valid organisational health and safety policy (appended to RAMS). The Health and Safety
policies of any subcontractors that the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor intends to use will be
submitted to the Archaeological Consultant.

INFORMATION ON CSCS
5.3.6.

All staff on site must possess valid CSCS a card or equivalent. The Archaeological Fieldwork
Contractor will be required to submit a list of staff names and CSCS card type and numbers to the
Archaeological Consultant before work commences.

INFORMATION ON SSSTS
5.3.7.

The preference is for all supervisory staff on site is to have valid SSSTS certification. The
Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will be required to submit a list of staff names and evidence of
qualification to the Archaeological Consultant.

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)
5.3.8.

Staff present on site will be required to wear the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE),
as identified in the RAMS. As a minimum this will be safety boots, long sleeve high-visibility vest,
high-visibility trousers, gloves, protective glasses and safety helmet.

COVID-19 MEASURES
5.3.9.

The archaeological fieldwork contractor will provide full details of extra health and safety measures
required in order to abide by any Covid-19 restrictions which apply during the fieldwork. Should
Covid-19 restrictions change during the archaeological mitigation period, RAMS will be amended
accordingly by the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor.

SITE SECURITY AND ACCESS
5.3.10. Site access will be arranged by the WSP Project Manager with the Client before site works
commence. The Client and will notify the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor and Archaeological
Consultant of these arrangements and will inform them of any changes no less than two weeks prior
to commencement of site works.
5.3.11. A walkover determined that much of the site can be accessed via the disused quarry track which
extends east of North Moor Road. Other access points will be through existing gateways and will be
confirmed by the client before site works commence. Access to Area 6 will require the removal of a
section of hedgerow. Details are to be confirmed by the Client prior to the commencement of works.
No hedgerow removal should take place without prior notification of the Archaeological Consultant,
and observation by a Suitably Qualified Ecologist (SQE), as required.
5.3.12. The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will be responsible for securing the site and will review the
ongoing requirements during the archaeological mitigation. An on-site security presence will be
arranged by the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor, as required.
5.3.13. The RAMS should describe in detail how access from site entry points to site welfare facilities will be
set up and describe proposed routes to and from work areas.
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UNDERGROUND/OVERHEAD SERVICES
5.3.14. The on-site identification of services and utilities will be the responsibility of the Archaeological
Fieldwork Contractor. The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will also be responsible for
contacting the service provider(s) to discuss mitigation measures (e.g. goalposts, bog matting) and
secure permit(s) to dig as required. The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will conduct CAT
scanning prior to commencement of machining.

GROUND CONTAMINATION AND ASBESTOS
5.3.15. If ground contamination or asbestos is encountered, the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will
immediately backfill the excavation and survey the location. The location of the contamination will be
supplied by the Archaeological Consultant to the Client who will be responsible for enacting
appropriate counter measures.

USE OF SUBCONTRACTORS
5.3.16. Copies of subcontractors H&S policies will be required by the Client and Archaeological Consultant
prior to start (see above). The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will specify plant operators and
types/quantities of plant to be used and will provide evidence of plant operator’s qualifications.

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES AND CONTACT DETAILS
5.3.17. A full description of emergency procedures and a plan showing fire exit routes, emergency assembly
points will be shown on a plan in the RAMS. A list of key staff contact details (identifying first aiders)
will be included in the RAMS and will include the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor’s key staff and
other relevant project staff.

WELFARE
5.3.18. The archaeological fieldwork contractor will be responsible for providing and positioning suitable
welfare facilities on site, including toilet and water for washing. The facilities should be of a suitable
size for maintaining current Covid-19 social distancing measures and should be fully equipped with
hand washing/sanitising facilities.

ECOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS
5.3.19. The Proposed Scheme constraints include North Pennine Moors Special Area of Conservation
(SAC)(International/European Importance), North Pennine Moors Special Protection Area (SPA)
(International/European Importance) and West Nidderdale, Barden and Blubberhouses Moors Site
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) (National Importance).
Site of Special Scientific Interest
5.3.20. A narrow, 110m long section of the SPA, SAC and SSSI bisects the Proposed Scheme between
Area 1 and Area 7. No intrusive evaluation will be undertaken within the designated site and no
indirect effects are anticipated.
Ground nesting birds
5.3.21. There is the potential for ground nesting birds within the areas of the Proposed Scheme under
heather and rough grazing. The nesting bird season generally extends between March and
September inclusive (peak period March-August). Any vegetation to be removed or disturbed would
be checked by an experienced ecologist for nesting birds immediately prior to works commencing, if
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works are conducted in the nesting bird season. If an active bird nest is found, clearance work will
have to stop, and the trench relocated.
Mammals
5.3.22. An SQE will check the excavation locations for evidence of mammal prior to works taking place and
adopt appropriate mitigation as required by the findings. Any excavations that need to be left
overnight would be covered or have ramped ends to ensure that any animals that enter can safely
escape.
Reptiles
5.3.23. There is the potential for reptiles within the areas of the Proposed Scheme under heather and rough
grazing. An SQE will check the excavation locations for evidence of reptile activity prior to works
taking place and adopt appropriate mitigation as required by the findings.

5.4

MONITORING

5.4.1.

The Archaeological Consultant will provide an Archaeological Clerk of Works (ACoW) and will
undertake regular site visits at which they will monitor compliance with the agreed health, safety and
welfare arrangements, as set out in the RAMS.

5.4.2.

Any non-compliance will be raised immediately with the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor and
reported, verbally and in writing, to the WSP Project Manager and the Client. The results of all site
inspections will be reported by the Archaeological Consultant to the Client, by email, in a short
report.

5.4.3.

Any incidents, accidents or near misses must be immediately reported by the Archaeological
Fieldwork Contractor to the Archaeological Consultant, verbally and in writing.

5.4.4.

Serious breaches of H&S, environmental or ecological regulations may result in an immediate site
stand-down, which will remain in place while any necessary corrective work is carried out.
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6

METHODOLOGY

6.1

INTRODUCTION

6.1.1.

The fieldwork evaluation methodology will conform to best professional practice as summarised in
the appropriate Standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2020a) and
Regional Statement of Good Practice for Archaeology in the Development Process (City of York
Council 2019).

6.1.2.

Harrogate Museum is the local project archive repository for the project archive and a unique project
number (site code) will be obtained by the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor prior to the start of
the project.

6.2

TRIAL TRENCHING

6.2.1.

Areas 1–6 have been identified as suitable for evaluation by trial trenching. These areas have been
improved and are either under pasture or crops. A 2% by area sample has been agreed with the
LPA Archaeological Advisor, resulting in a total of 36, 30.0m long by 1.8m wide trenches (Table 61). The trench locations are shown on Appendix B, Figure 3-5.
Table 6-1 – Trial trenches by area

6.2.2.

Trenching Area

Area (m²)

2% (m²)

Trial Trench Nos.

1

27012

540

1 – 10

2

39592

792

11 – 25

3

663

13

26

4

12556

251

27 – 31

5

4580

98

32 – 33

6

5212

104

34 – 36

Approximately 20% of the Scheme was available for geophysical survey, and this approximately
equates with the areas identified for trial trenching. The trial trenches have been located to test
anomalies identified by the geophysical survey and to also examine ‘blank’ areas of the Scheme
(Table 6-2). Trench placement has also considered the availability of access.
Table 6-2 – Trenching rationale
Trench

Rationale

1

Located to investigate discrete anomalies

2

Located to investigate a linear anomaly and a discrete anomaly

3–5

Located uniformly across the site in order to have the highest chance of locating possible
archaeological remains
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6.2.3.

Trench

Rationale

6–7

Located to investigate discrete anomalies

8

Located to investigate a linear anomaly

9

Located to investigate a mapped trackway and a linear anomaly

10

Located to investigate two linear anomalies

11 – 12

Located uniformly across the site in order to have the highest chance of locating possible
archaeological remains

13

Located to investigate a linear anomaly

14

Located uniformly across the site in order to have the highest chance of locating possible
archaeological remains

15

Located to investigate a mapped field boundary

16 – 18

Located uniformly across the site in order to have the highest chance of locating possible
archaeological remains

19 – 22

Located to investigate a discrete anomaly

23 – 26

Located uniformly across the site in order to have the highest chance of locating possible
archaeological remains

27 – 29

Located to investigate a discrete anomaly

30

Located to investigate an un-mapped linear field boundary

31

Located to investigate a discrete anomaly

32 –36

Located uniformly across the site in order to have the highest chance of locating possible
archaeological remains

The trenches will be located and marked out by the archaeological fieldwork contractor surveyor and
tied to the National Grid. Based on the predicted depth of deposits, it is assumed that the trenches
will be approximately 0.4–0.6m deep. Should there be a requirement for deeper trenching,
appropriate mitigation to prevent collapse will be put into place by the Archaeological Fieldwork
Contractor.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION
6.2.4.

All trenches will be opened by a mechanical excavator equipped with a toothless grading bucket and
under supervision of the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor. Topsoil and subsoil will be stored
separately adjacent to each trench to enable backfilling.

6.2.5.

The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will decide when remains of archaeological significance
requiring recording are revealed. Following initial exposure of archaeological horizons, investigation
will be by hand, including cleaning, examination, sampling and recording in the appropriate manner.
Archaeological investigation and recording will be sufficient to allow the nature, extent, survival and
significance of archaeological remains to be identified.
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6.2.6.

The levels at which all sampling excavation and/or mechanised excavation will cease will be
determined by consultations with the Archaeological Consultant and the LPA Archaeological
Advisor. This will typically entail a site visit. Where the evaluation has revealed no significant
archaeological remains digital photographs may be sufficient.

6.2.7.

In addition to the evaluation of archaeological (i.e. man-made) deposits, in accordance with an
identified research objective, an assessment of natural deposits may be necessary, especially when
these are organically preserved and laid down within archaeological timescales; for example, alluvial
or peat deposits, which can hold palaeoenvironmental potential.

6.2.8.

In the unlikely event that remains of very high significance are identified, the Archaeological
Fieldwork Contractor will inform the Archaeological Consultant, who will then consult with the LPA
Archaeological Advisor. Appropriate measures will be taken to protect such remains from any
damage or deterioration.

6.2.9.

It is not the objective of the evaluation to archaeologically excavated features in their entirety as this
would form part of a future mitigation strategy for preservation by record. Excavation of
archaeological features will be restricted to the minimum necessary to characterise them and assess
their potential and significance. Investigation should be undertaken in such a way as to allow for
mitigation through the protection of the deposits in-situ or the opportunity for detailed excavation of a
larger area.

6.2.10. No more than 20% by area of each 30m evaluation trench will be undertaken. A 10% contingency
will be included, should an increase in this be required by the LPA Archaeological Advisor and/or to
effectively characterise the archaeology. The following guidance will be followed on the proportion of
feature types to be examined within this.
•

•
•
•

Linear features – up to a 10% sample of the exposed length to be excavated, with each slot
a minimum of 1.0m wide (or the maximum dimension that the trench allows where remains
are partially exposed).
Terminals of linear features – sufficient sample to determine their form
Pits and postholes – a 50% sample of each feature selected for investigation
Stakeholes – up to a 20% sample of the total number of features, each of which should be
excavated in its entirely

6.2.11. Intersections between features should be investigated to determine the relationship(s) between key
components.
6.2.12. Care will be taken to note the stratigraphic position of any dateable artefacts recovered. Up to 100%
of key features may be excavated to enable the recovery of dateable finds.
6.2.13. If very deep features are encountered they will be excavated down to a safe working depth only.
Further investigation using a hand auger may be required to establish the depth and character of
such features.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING
6.2.14. A site location plan, indicating site north shall be prepared at 1:1250. A plan at 1:200 (or 1:100) shall
be prepared showing the location of archaeology investigated in relation to the investigation area.
The location of site plans will be identified in relation to Ordnance Survey National Grid.

A59 KEX GILL DIVERSION
Project No.: 70075732 | Our Ref No.: 70075732-ACH
North Yorkshire County Council

PUBLIC | WSP
November 2021
Page 18 of 29

6.2.15. Archaeological recording methods will comprise a written record (both description and interpretation
with annotated sketches where appropriate), scaled drawings both in plan and in section,
photographic record, and retrieval and annotation of archaeological finds and samples.
6.2.16. Written records will be produced using either pro-forma context or trench record sheets and where
complex stratigraphy is encountered, by the single context planning method, and will be compatible
with those published by the Museum of London (MoLAS, 1994).
6.2.17. Each discrete archaeological layer, fill, cut, etc., that is sampled will be individually numbered and
described in terms of soil composition, stratigraphic position, dimensions, artefact content, samples,
with professional interpretation as to the likely nature and date of the feature. The context system
will be able to be cross-referenced to all records and will be compatible with digitisation.
6.2.18. A record of the full sequence of all archaeological remains as revealed in the evaluation will be
made. Plans of features will be drawn at an appropriate scale of 1:10 or 1:20, with sections drawn at
1:10 and tied to the Ordnance Survey National Grid. All plans and sections will include the Ordnance
Datum (OD) height of strata and all principal features.
6.2.19. A 'Harris matrix' stratification diagram shall be employed to record stratigraphic relationships (Harris
et al. 1993), where appropriate. This record shall be compiled and checked during the course of the
fieldwork with spot dating, where appropriate, incorporated onto this diagram.

PHOTOGRAPHY
6.2.20. A full and detailed photographic record of individual contexts, and overall views of the trenches will
be generated. Photography will be undertaken using high-resolution digital cameras (no less than 10
megapixels). Photographic records will be maintained on index pro-forma sheets. Photographs will
also be taken of all areas, including access routes, to provide a record of conditions prior to and on
completion of the fieldwork.
6.2.21. Images may be captured in RAW format, but archiving should follow the guidance given by Historic
England (2015b). Digital images will be archived in both a JPEG and TIFF formats, as
uncompressed 8-bits per channel TIFF version 6 file of not less than 25Mbs, with metadata
embedded in TIFF files. The metadata must include: the commonly used name for the site being
photographed, the relevant centred OS grid coordinates for the site to at least six figures, the
relevant township name, the date of photograph, the subject of the photograph, the direction of shot
and the name of the organisation taking the photograph.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS
6.2.22. All recovery, retention and treatment of finds and samples will be carried out mindful of the overall
purpose of the exercise, i.e. to evaluate for further decision making. To this end, all artefactual and
ecofactual material will be reviewed on site for its capability to inform the evaluation report.
6.2.23. Identified archaeological finds and artefacts will be carefully recovered by hand and bagged or
boxed according to the type of artefact (i.e. pottery, ceramic building material, bone, worked flint,
metal) archaeological context from which they came, with a label indicating the site code, Area, find
type and context reference number). Particularly notable artefacts will be recorded as a ‘registered’
find, and recorded three dimensionally with Ordnance Datum levels. This will include in-situ
prehistoric worked flint. A register of finds will be maintained for each Area to enable a summary
catalogue to be provided to each landowner if required (see 7.3).
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6.2.24. Initial conservation and storage will be in a proper manner and to standards set out follow First Aid
for Finds (Leigh et al. 1998) and the CIfA Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation,
conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2020b). If necessary, an appropriately
qualified and experienced archaeological conservator will be appointed to advise and assist in the
lifting of fragile finds and to arrange for the X-raying and investigative conservation of objects.
6.2.25. All pottery, bone and worked flint will be washed and then marked in accordance with the Harrogate
Museum archive repository guidelines.
6.2.26. Pottery will be classified in adherence to standards set out in Barclay et al. (2016). Certain classes
of bulk material, i.e. post-medieval pottery and building material may be discarded, after recording
with a representative sample. Most building material and burnt flint (not including significant
diagnostic material) will be identified, counted, weighed and discarded. Samples will be retained as
appropriate.
6.2.27. The finds identification and specialist work will be undertaken by the relevant specialists, agreed
with the LPA Archaeological Advisor, to assess the date range of the assemblage. Particular
reference should be made to relevant county or region-specific type series for identification and
dating, where available. Consideration will be given for donation of appropriate artefacts to type
series reference collections.
6.2.28. This evidence will be used to characterise the site, and to establish the potential for all categories of
finds should further archaeological work be necessary. Records of artefact assemblages will clearly
state how they were recovered, sub-sampled and processed.

TREASURE
6.2.29. Any artefacts that fall under the statutory definition of Treasure (as defined by the Treasure Act of
1996 and its revision of 2002) will be reported immediately the Archaeological Consultant, the LPA
Archaeological Advisor, the relevant Coroner’s Office, the Finds Liaison Officer (Emily Tilley
pas@ymt.org.uk) and the landowner.
6.2.30. A Treasure receipt must be completed, and a report submitted to the Coroner’s Office and the FLO
within 14 days of understanding the find is Treasure. Failure to report within 14 days is a criminal
offence.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLING
6.2.31. An appropriate programme of environmental sampling and analysis will be detailed in the
archaeological fieldwork contractor’s Method Statement. The strategy and methodology for the
sampling, recording, processing, assessment, analysis and reporting of deposits with environmental
archaeology potential will be in accordance with ‘Environmental Archaeology, A guide to the Theory
and Practice of Methods, from Sampling and Recovery to Post-excavation’ (Historic England 2011).
If required, the Historic England Scientific Adviser will be consulted.
6.2.32. If significant palaeoenvironmental deposits are encountered or if significant sedimentary sequences
are revealed. Any strategy variation will need to be agreed between the Archaeological Consultant
with the LPA Archaeological Advisor.
6.2.33. Secure and phased deposits, especially those related to settlement activity and/or structures will be
considered for sampling for the recovery of charred plant remains, charcoal and mineralised
remains. Bulk soil samples, where possible of 40 litres or 100% of a deposit if less is available, will
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be taken from appropriate deposits. Any cremation-related deposits will be 100% sampled for the
recovery of cremated human bone and charred remains. If any evidence of in-situ metal working is
found, suitable samples for the recovery of slag and hammer scale will be taken.
6.2.34. If sealed waterlogged deposits are encountered, samples for the recovery of waterlogged remains,
insects, molluscs and pollen, as well as any charred remains, will be considered. The taking of
sequences of samples for the recovery of molluscs and/or waterlogged remains will be considered
through any suitable deposits such as deep enclosure ditches, barrow ditches, palaeo-channels, or
buried soils. Monolith samples will also be taken as appropriate to allow soil and sediment
description/interpretation as well as sub-sampling for pollen and other micro/macrofossils such as
diatoms, foraminifera and ostracods.
6.2.35. Bulk soil samples will be processed by standard water flotation. Unless otherwise agreed with the
LPA Archaeological Advisor, a sub-sample of all bulk soil samples taken during the works will be
processed and analysed as part of the assessment. The results of the assessment will be used to
determine whether there is any merit in processing the remainder of the bulk soil sample.
6.2.36. The strategy for environmental sampling and analysis will be subject to variation as necessary and
in the event of the discovery of significant archaeological remains during the fieldwork. Variations to
the strategy will be made following consultation with the LPA Archaeological Advisor and the Historic
England Regional Science Advisor.
6.2.37. The need for specialist samples, such as OSL, archaeomagnetic dating and dendrochronology will
be evaluated and will be taken under the direction of the relevant specialist and in consultation with
the LPA and the Historic England Regional Science Advisor.

HUMAN REMAINS
6.2.38. If human remains are exposed, these will be covered and preserved in situ. If removal is essential, a
Licence will be required from the Ministry of Justice (in accordance with Section 25 of the Burial Act
1857) before the remains can be lifted. Application for a Licence will be made by the archaeological
fieldwork contractor. Burials should be dealt with swiftly and sympathetically by a specialist in
accordance with recognised guidelines (Historic England 2018, IFA 2004).
6.2.39. Graves will be scanned with a metal detector immediately after they are identified, to determine
whether any metallic grave goods are present. If possible artefacts shall be recorded and lifted on
the day of discovery to avoid the risk of theft. Where appropriate, the Archaeological Fieldwork
Contractor will ensure that additional adequate site security is provided. As a minimum, this will
require a 24‐hour comprehensive security regime until sensitive remains have been recorded and
lifted.

6.3

TEST PITS

6.3.1.

Much of the land within the Scheme comprises rough grazing or heather moorland. These areas
largely coincide with the southern limits of Kex Gill Moor as recorded on 19th and 20th century
Ordnance Survey mapping. The upland peat deposits of Kex Gill Moor, and Blubberhouses Moor to
the south, are known to overlie palaeo-ground surfaces and working floors dating to the Mesolithic
period and, therefore, are of archaeological potential. Mesolithic working floors can be small,
covering only a few square metres, and ephemeral, comprising lithic and debitage scatters, shallow
hollows. Test pitting has, therefore, been selected as the most appropriate method of archaeological
evaluation in Areas 7–9. A total of 380 test pits will be excavated.
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6.3.2.

Area 7, located at the western end of the Scheme, comprises a 1ha parcel of land (Figure 6), with
rugged terrain and a general steep slope downhill from 302m above Ordnance Datum (aOD) to the
north-east down to 297m aOD to the south-west. It is currently under mixed cover, comprising rough
grazing, heather and bracken. Nineteenth century OS mapping indicates the presence of two
trackways crossing Area 7 that serviced sandstone quarries and lead mines beyond the limit of the
area.

6.3.3.

Area 8 correlates with a narrow, 1.79ha strip of Kex Gill Moor that falls within the central portion of
the northern boundary of the Scheme (Figure 7-9). Area 8 slopes downhill from 273m aOD in the
west to 244m aOD in the east. Kex Gill Moor is an area of upland peatland currently maintained as a
grouse moor and under heather.

6.3.4.

Area 9 comprises an approximately 0.7ha parcel of unimproved moorland immediately to the south
of Area 8, separated by the turnpike road (Figures 7-9). Area 9 slopes gently downhill from 265m
aOD in the west to 255m aOD in the east.

6.3.5.

Based on the results of Ground Investigation works and data from the Yorkshire Peat Partnership,
there is expected to be an upper layer of peaty soil between 200mm and 500mm overlying a greybrown, silty sand with large angular stone inclusions. Any potential archaeological remains are
expected to be located at this interface.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION
6.3.6.

The hand excavation of 1m² test pits will be undertaken on a 10m grid. Variations to the 10m grid
can made in the field by the archaeological fieldwork contractor to avoid unsuitable areas such as
earth-fast boulders or rocky outcrops.

6.3.7.

All excavated material will be passed through a sieve with a 5mm mesh to ensure the recovery of
any potential microliths and debitage.

6.3.8.

The test pits will be hand excavated down to the top of the underlying natural geological strata. All
partially revealed archaeological features will be 100% excavated within the bounds of the test pit.
Fully revealed archaeological features will be 50% sampled in the first instance, recorded and then
100% excavated to maximise finds recovery.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDING
6.3.9.

Each test pit will be surveyed using industry standard GPS equipment with sub-1cm accuracy. Any
archaeological remains will be also be surveyed as will the location of any in-situ lithic material. At
least one test pit section will be recorded at a scale of 1:10. Further sections will be drawn where
there is a notable variation in the depth of the overlying deposit(s) or where excavated
archaeological features extend beyond the limit of the excavation.

6.3.10. Recording will follow the methods detailed for the Trial Trenching.

PHOTOGRAPHY
6.3.11. In addition to the requirements detailed above, a representative section of each test pit will be
photographed with an appropriate scale.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS
6.3.12. The treatment of archaeological finds will follow the methodology set out above. A register of finds
will be maintained for each Area to enable a summary catalogue to be provided to each landowner
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(see 7.3). A separate register will be maintained for in-situ lithics and other registered finds, the
location of which will be recorded in three dimensions.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCIENCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SAMPLING
6.3.13. In addition to the requirements outlined above, all prehistoric archaeological features will be 100%
sampled to maximise finds retention and environmental data retrieval.
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7

REPORTING, DISSEMINATION AND ARCHIVING

7.1

REPORTING

7.1.1.

A fully illustrated archaeological evaluation report will be made available to the Archaeological
Consultant within 6 weeks of completion of fieldwork. It will undergo technical review and will be
made available to the client and the LPA Archaeological Advisor within 8 weeks of the completion of
fieldwork. In accordance with the CIfA standards and guidance (2020a) This will include as a
minimum, the following:
 Contents table. With numbered page references and tables of figures, tables and plates as
appropriate
 Non-technical summary. A one-page summary outlining project background, the principal reason
for the work, when it was undertaken and by whom, its objectives, main results, and where
appropriate, recommendations.
 Introduction. To set out the circumstances of the project such as planning background and the
reason for the work.
 Aims and Objectives. These should reflect the aims set out in this WSI.
 Archaeological and historical background. A brief summary with the site description (including
size, geology and topography, location) and background. In most cases this will be derived from
the desk-based assessment.
 Fieldwork methodology. The methods used, including the detail of and reasons for any variation
to the agreed WSI
 Results. A series of summary objective statements organised clearly in relation to the methods
used, and describing structural data and associated finds and/or environmental data.
Descriptions will be clearly separated from interpretative statements. Technical terminology will
be explained.
 Conclusions. Summary and interpretation of the results and their likely significance. This may
include a confidence rating detailing limitations (e.g. weather or problems of access).
Recommendations on further work may also be included.
 Archive location. The final destination of the archive (records and finds) will be noted in the report
along with the site code assigned by Harrogate Museum project archive repository.
 References and bibliography. A list of all sources used.
 Appendices. Essential technical and supporting detail, including for example lists of artefacts and
contexts or details of measurements, gazetteers etc.
 Illustrations. Plans and sections at appropriate scales showing location and position of trenches
dug and features located, and selective photography.

7.2

DISSEMINATION

7.2.1.

The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor must complete the online OASIS form at
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/.

7.2.2.

At the discretion of the Client, a summary of the works may be included in the Yorkshire
Archaeological Journal and any relevant period journals (e.g. Medieval Archaeology, Proceedings of
the Prehistoric Society) annual roundup for the year in which reporting is completed.
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7.3

ARCHIVING

7.3.1.

The site archive will contain all the data collected during the fieldwork, including records and finds,
and all reports. The Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will ensure that the archive is quantified,
ordered, indexed and internally consistent, and adequate resources will be provided to ensure that
all records are checked.

7.3.2.

Archive consolidation will be undertaken as it is generated on site and will be finalised immediately
following the conclusion of archaeological mitigation.

7.3.3.

A unique site code for the project will be designated to this project and will be used as the site
identifier for all records produced.

7.3.4.

Any finds of archaeological interest should be appropriately conserved and deposited in an
appropriate institution: any finds which cannot be so deposited should be fully analysed and
published.

7.3.5.

The site archive will be assembled in accordance with the following:
 Archaeological Archives: A Guide to Best Practice in Creation, Compilation, Transfer and
Curation (Brown, 2011)
 Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (Historic England, 2015a)
 Guidelines for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage (United Kingdom
Institute for Conservation, 1990)
 A Standard and Guide to the Best Practice for Archaeological Archiving in Europe (EAC
Guidelines 1, Perrin et al. 2014)
 Standards and Guidance in the Care of Archaeological Collections (Society for Museum
Archaeology, 2020)
 Standard and guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of archaeological
archives (CIfA, 2020c)

7.3.6.

Copyright of the written archive will be vested in Harrogate Museum project archive repository,
which will be clearly identified in the evaluation report. The site archive will be deposited within 6
months of issuing the evaluation report.

7.4

OWNERSHIP OF FINDS

7.4.1.

As ownership of any finds on the site lies with the landowner(s), and it is necessary that the
landowner gives the necessary approvals, licences and permissions to donate any finds recovered
from the site to Harrogate Museum project archive repository, to enable that body to carry out its
obligations to curate the finds, in perpetuity, as part of the archaeological archive from this site.

7.4.2.

These approvals, licences and permissions shall be either confirmed in the Agreement and Contract
regulating the archaeological works and/or confirmed by the completion of the relevant Deed of
Transfer form.

7.4.3.

The client (or their agent) will make arrangements for the signing of a Deed of Transfer Form by the
client or, if the landowner is different to the client, by the landowner. The Archaeological Fieldwork
Contractor will maintain a register of finds by Area to enable, if necessary, a summary catalogue to
be provide to each landowner.
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7.4.4.

Notwithstanding the above, subsequent arrangements may be made if required between the
landowner, the client and Harrogate Museum project archive repository for the conservation, display,
provision of access to or loan of selected finds in or near their original location.

7.5

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

7.5.1.

The client and Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will make suitable consideration of all
opportunities for community engagement. This will take into account the project stage and will be
proportionate to the significance of any discoveries. It may include a presentation to local groups,
social media posts and/or a written article. The evaluation report should include conclusion on the
potential for and, if appropriate proposals for, engagement.
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8

MANAGEMENT AND ASSURANCE

8.1

SITE WORKS

8.1.1.

The Archaeological Consultant will monitor and assure all elements of the archaeological fieldwork
and will ensure that the work is carried out in accordance with this WSI, to professional standards,
and to the requirements of the LPA Archaeological Advisor. Any variance in the scope of work shall
be made by the Archaeological Consultant, acting on behalf of the client, in consultation with the
LPA Archaeological Advisor.

8.1.2.

The Archaeological Consultant will provide an Archaeological Clerk of Works (ACoW) who will
attend site for 50% of the time over the duration of the 11 week fieldwork programme, to review
project risk (cost and programme) and compliance with:





the agreed health, safety and welfare arrangements, as set out in the RAMS
the agreed numbers and experience of fieldwork staff
the agreed number and type of plant
the requirements of this WSI

8.1.3.

Any non-compliance will be raised immediately with the archaeological fieldwork contractor and
reported, verbally and in writing, to the client. The results of all site inspections will be reported by
the Archaeological Consultant to the client, by email, in a short report.

8.1.4.

Serious breaches of H&S, environmental or ecological regulations may result in an immediate site
stand-down, which will remain in place while any necessary corrective work is carried out.

TECHNICAL MONITORING
8.1.5.

Notification of the start of work shall be given in writing to the LPA Archaeological Advisor at least
one week in advance of its commencement. The LPA Archaeological Advisor will be afforded
access to the site at any reasonable time.

8.1.6.

Regular monitoring visits by the LPA Archaeological Advisor will be arranged by the Archaeological
Consultant so that they are satisfied that the works are being conducted to proper professional
standards. The LPA Archaeological Advisor will be provided with a site tour and an overview of the
site by a senior archaeologist and should be afforded the opportunity to view all trenches, any finds
made that are still on site, and any records not in immediate use. In order to ensure meaningful
monitoring visits can be made and on-site strategy decisions can be taken, the Archaeological
Fieldwork Contractor will ensure that up to date site plans and weekly site progress reports are
provided to the Archaeological Consultant.

8.1.7.

A programme of staged sign off will be requested with the LPA Archaeological Advisor. The
Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor will ensure that their programme enables individual Areas to be
completed in such a way as to facilitate this.

8.1.8.

Any observed deficiencies during the site visit are to be made good to the satisfaction of the LPA
Archaeological Advisor, by the next agreed site meeting. Access is also to be afforded at any
reasonable time to Historic England’s Archaeological Science Advisor.

8.1.9.

Any variations to this WSI will be agreed with the LPA Archaeological Advisor and the client as an
addendum to this WSI. If significant archaeological remains are discovered, all works must cease,
and a meeting convened with the client and the LPA Archaeological Advisor to discuss the most
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appropriate way forward. Any key decisions (such as excavation strategy or work scope changes)
that are made on site shall be documented by the archaeological consultant during monitoring visits
and communication with all relevant parties.

8.2

POST-EXCAVATION DELIVERABLES

8.2.1.

The Archaeological Consultant will technically assure that deliverables produced by the
Archaeological Fieldwork Consultant conform to the format and scope agreed in this WSI, that the
reporting is accurate and clear and with sound conclusions, and that it has been produced to
professional standards. The archaeological fieldwork contractor will ensure that the work is carried
out to the agreed delivery programme.
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9

OPERATIONAL FACTORS

9.1

PROJECT TIMETABLE AND MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS

9.1.1.

The Archaeological Consultant will inform the LPA Archaeological Advisor of the appointment of the
archaeological fieldwork contractor and will be given two weeks notification of the start date of the
project, in writing. The fieldwork will be undertaken within an 11 week programme, which will be
agreed by the Archaeological Fieldwork Contractor, the Archaeological Consultant, the Client and
the LPA Archaeological Advisor.

MONITORING
9.1.2.

The Archaeological Consultant has responsibility for monitoring the progress of the project
throughout its life, to control scope and ensure adherence to this WSI. The LPA Archaeological
Advisor is responsible for ensuring the maintenance of professional standards.

9.1.3.

A regular monitoring visit will be attended by the LPA Archaeological Advisor, the archaeological
fieldwork contractor and the Archaeological Consultant.

9.1.4.

The LPA Archaeological Advisor will be afforded access to the site at any reasonable time. It is
usual practice that the visit is arranged in advance, but this is not always feasible. The LPA
Archaeological Advisor will be provided with a site tour and an overview of the site by the senior
archaeologist present and should be afforded the opportunity to view all excavations, any finds
made that are still on site, and any records not in immediate use.

9.1.5.

Any observed deficiencies during the site visit are to be made good to the satisfaction of the LPA
Archaeological Advisor, by the next agreed site meeting.

9.1.6.

Access is also to be afforded at any reasonable time to Historic England’s Archaeological Science
Advisor.

9.2

INSURANCE

9.2.1.

Full details of the insurance and copies of certificates covering the archaeological fieldwork
contractor shall be supplied to the Client upon request.

9.3

COPYRIGHT

9.3.1.

Copyright will remain with the archaeological fieldwork contractor under the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved. An exclusive licence will be provided to the Client, or their
appointed representative, for use of all project records and reports in all matters directly relating to
the project. The archaeological fieldwork contractor retains the right to be identified as the author of
all project documentation and reports.
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